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Treatment of Inflammation. 


Locat bleeding, Gentlemen, may be em- 
ployee with advantage when the inflamma- 
has been checked, and when the sym- 
tic effects produced by it have been 
removed by the general loss of blood ; or it 
may be sufficient alone, in cases of a less 
serious description. In taking blood lo- 
cally, our choice lies between two means ; 
cupping, and the application of leeches ; for 
scarifications and punctures are applicable 
only to a few cases, so tbat are not to 
de spoken of as general means of local bleed- 
ing. Cupping is the more efficacious of the 
e can succeed in getting a 
larger quantity of blood ; it is drawn more 
quickly by cupping, and we con get a defi- 
nite quantity. There are, however, certain 
of the body, where cupping would be 
pore lly and where the application of 
3 are convenient. There are certain 
states of inflamed , in which, on ac- 
count of the pain that would be produced, 
¢uppiog cannot be practised ; here, then, we 
have r se to leech And I would ob- 
gerve to you, that to be really efficacious, 
hes must be employed in greater num- 
than is generally done. Speaking of 
the adult, I should say it is seldom worth 
while to apply a smaller number than ten or 
twelve, and the number muy be increased, 
under particular circumstances, to two or 
three dozen or more. 
You will not I trust, Gentlemen, mis- 
the observations I have made 


anderstand 
feapecting bleeding, so as to suppose that I 


Tecommend general bleeding in all cases. 
There are any slight in | theie 
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which it is not neéessary to take blood either 
generally or locally ; and there are others in 
which the local abstraction of blood answer®, 
every purpose in conjunction with other 
means, You must consider, in particulatin- 
stances, the importance of the affected part, 
the degree of disturbance it labours under, 
and the probability that the continuance of 
the inflammation may produce changes of 
structure that would seriously i the 
function of the part. You must take 
into consideration the age, the constitution, 
and the habit of body, of the individual ; 
and you must regulate your choice of means, 
by a combined view of those various par- 
ticulars in such instances. 

Certainly, when it is your to check 
inflammation suddenly, either on account of 
the importance of the organ, or from the ap- 
prehension of such changes of structure as 
inflammation very frequently produces, you 
will, in my opinion, find it advantageous ta 
employ general bleeding—to employ that in 
a free manner ; thatis, to take a Jarge quan- 
tity of blood at once, and to repeat the 
evacuation speedily, if the first does not ac- 
complish the purpose, I am well convinced 
you will find this not only the more effectual 
way of arresting inflammation, but the mode 
of accomplishing the purpose with less ul- 
timate expense to the powers of the consti- 
tution, than if you were to adopt what at 
first might appear to be a milder and more 
sparing use PP the lancet. Indeed, I think 

re can be no comparison, if we look to 
the debility produced by continued high in- 
flammation of a part, and the continued con- 
stitutional disturbance which high inflam- 
mation of an important organ is capable of 
producing on the system, and the debilit 
that is produced by a considerable loss 
blood at once. You will see patients much 
more weakened, if you allow disease to go 
on, than if you were to cut it short by active 
treatment. In fact, it is by no means un- 
common, on the day after active means like 
these have been used, to find a person capa- 
ble of his usual active exertions, supposing 
the inflammation to have been arrested by 
the depletion, We know, on the contrary, 
ill, how 
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ran on, as they often are, for 
and weeks. 

I do know that there is any one cir- 
eumstance, or combination of symptoms, on 
we @8 criterion or index, 

pointing out when bleeding is proper, or 

will not afford that criterion. 

it be full, strong, and hard, you can have no 

itation about bleeding—the indication is 

But you sometimes find the pulse 

, particularly in inflamma- 

wd affections of the head. etimes you 

ve a small pulse, being, at the same time, 

or , a8 in inflammatory affections 

4 omen or bowels. You must 

icularly to the local symptoms, 

that fs the mate of the part affected, and 

of its function ; and when you 

in that, it being a part of consequence, 

evidence of disturbance, you must then 

freely employ the means I have described, 

although the pulse should not, in point of 

ane and strength, indicate the use of the 


It has been said that the existence of that 

} aged covering on the concave surface of 

crassamentum of the blood, may be 
deemed a criterion for veuesection. We 
‘may perhaps allow, that where these ap- 
forenees are seen, they justify us in con- 

ing to take blood, more particularly in 
Concurrence with other iadications ; but we 
often find it necessary to continue the loss 
of blood, although it does not exhibit these 

matory characters, 

I have had occasion to mention before 
the white appearance of the tongue 
not depending on a coat or secretion cover- 
it, but a white state, as if the substance 
the organ itself had become white. 1 
have had occasion to mention that, as indi- 
eating a state of system in which venesee- 
tion is generally advantageous. In con- 
sidering the state of the tongue, we are not 
to regard it merely as indicating the con- 
dition of the stomach or digestive organs ; 
for here it shows a state of plethora, which 


‘will be advantageously relieved by venc- 


It is not sufficient, in the treatment of 
inflammation, to diminish the quantity of 
#irculating fluids by the loss of blood; you 
mhust also prevent the introduction of fur- 
ther supphes into the system by the use of 
purgatives and the regulation of diet. You 
employ petgetives, in the first instance, to 
clear out the alimentary canal, to remove 
whatever is contained in it, and this, in 
general, produces considerable relief to the 
setess For this purpose you give a good 

of some active aperient medicine, calo- 
mel, probably, combined with the extract of 
colocyath, with jalap or with rhubarb, 
quickly followed ‘by an aperient draught of 


the infusion of senna with salts and manna, or 
a dose of castor oil, In that way you get rid 
of whatever is contained in the stomach and 
intestines, You then continue to adminis- 
ter what are called the neutealsalts in small 
doses, so as to keep upa continual discharge 
from the surface of the micous membrane 
of the stomach and intestines, and this 
must be considered a very powerful means 
of reducing inflammation. A very large 
uantity of watery discharge is produced 
from this extensive mucous surface. When 
you come to consider the extent of this sur- 
face, you will see that these purgatives act 
on a ve ion of the capi 
tem, and you will find the quantity of fluid 
they di to be very great. Now, per- 
sons go on in administering purgetives 
this kind, they keep up a continued dis- 
charge of watery fluids, amounting to a large 
quantity in the course of the day, and 
they are extremely afraid of taking a 
ounces of blood from the arm, I have seen 
a particular purgative medicine, the elate- 
rium, administered, in dropsy, to & person 
so weak, that nobody would have thought of 
taking five or six ounces of blood from the 
arm; I have seen this medicine given to 
that person every second or third day, and 
producing, by measure, four, five, or six 
quarts from the bowels on each day on which 
it was given. Now, when purgative medi- 
cines are given in such a way as to produce 
discharges of this kind, you cannot doubt 
that they have as great an effect in lessen- 
ing the quantity of circulating fluid, and in 
diminishing the powers of the s aso 
mere taking of a few ounces of from 
the arm can have. 

We are probably to regard the effect of 
purgatives, when they are admiuistered in 
a judicious way and at short intervals, not 
simply as lessening the quantity of eirculat- 
ing fluid in the system, by the ange secte- 
tions produced from the surface of the mu- 
cous membrane, but also as operating by 
another ss, which I shall have occa- 
sion to advert to presently, that of counters 
irrdation. You produce a determination of 
fluids to a large part of the capillary system, 
and thus you probably diminish the ci 
tion in the part which is the seat of inflam- 
mation. Emetics, which are occasionally. 
given in inflammation, probably act in the 
same way; they are not to be regarded as 
acting merely by what they expel from the 
body, but also with regard to the excitement 
they produce in the vascular system. 

In the worst cases of inflammation, the 
diet must consist chiefly of fluids, those of 
a diluent or slightly mucilaginous or acidu- 
lated cliaracter. Simple water, toast and 
water, barley water, apple water, lemonade, 
or tea—such is the diet of a patient labours 
ing under @ serious lecal inflammation, with 
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inflammation ; but there are other auxiliary 
Measures, In the first place, with respect 
to the increased heat of the surface of the 
body, one is naturally led to an attempt to 
reduce that; the heat and dryness of the 
skin are circumstances very troublesome to 
the patient. We find that if perspiration 
comes on, the febrile affection of the system 
is lessened ; and hence we attempt to imi- 
tate that natural course of events, and to 
relieve inflammation by bringing on perspi- 
tation ; medicines, therefore, are adminis- 
tered with a view of promoting secretions 
from the skin. Nitre, and the medicines 
which are called saline; the iquor ammo- 
niw acetatis, and alkaline salts neutralised 
with lemon-juice, or the ‘citric acid, have 
been called refrigerents, or cooling medi- 
Cines, as they are to take away 
some of this unnatural heat. But the most 
erful mediciue to act on the skin 
antimony, more especially two prepara. 
tious of it, James’s powder and the tartrate 
of antimony, or emetic tartar, and of these 
two, the latter is certainly the most power- 
ful. Emetic tartar does not merely act on 
the skin, but, according to the amount of 
its dose, either excites perspiration, nausea, 
or sickness and purging. In all these points 
of view, therefore, it must be regarded as a 
very powerful agent in combating inflamma 
tion. The tartrate of antimony is given for 
the purpose of producing perspiration, and, 
with the saline medicine, in doses, perhaps, 
ofan eighth ofa grain. If you give a quar- 
ter of a grain, and repeat the dose at short 
intervals, it will excite and keep up nausea. 
In doses of a grain, or a grain and a half, it 
uces sickness. When this is kept up 
d doses of the medicine, the ac- 
tion of the vascular system is very consider- 
ably reduced, and, perhaps, we have no 
more ul means by any single medi. 
¢ine of producing this effect. You will find 
the pulse exceedingly reduced in number 
and in force, under this state of nausea and 
sickness. In this way, then, the emetic 
tartar is a very powerfal means of com- 
dating inflammation, und there are few in- 
dividuals strong enough to resist it if ad- 
ministered for a sufficient length of time. 
Of late, this medicine bas been used in 
doses than we have been accustomed 
to give it in, more purticularly by the Italian 
i¢ians, who have observed the powerful 
it‘has in combating inflammation ; 
‘and they have accordingly classed it among 
those medicines which they call contra sti- 
; the word contra-stimutant being 
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similar, if not exactly so, to our tech- 
ea f isti Inflammation 


th | nical term o 


is the result of stimulus. When there is 
inflammation of a part, there is stimulas 
acting there. ‘The means that lessen it, re- 
the stimulus. Contra-stimu- 
lant means then, o, to inflammation, 
For this purpose, the Italian physicians have 
given it in doses of a grain and a half, or 
more, and have e on with these doses 
until they have given a scruple, or two sera- 
ples, or even a drachm, in the four-and- 
twenty hours. ‘They represent that it does 
not by any means generally produce vomit- 
ing, nor even purging, when given in th 
doses, That it frequently produces vomi 
ing in the commencement of such exhibi- 
tion, that is, that the first dose or two m 
owen sickness, but then that the ote | 
mes accustomed to it, and receives it 
without repugnance ; and, in fact, that 
many cases when thus administered, it 
a most decided effect in reducing inflamma- 
tion, although it may not vomit, nor purge, 
nor produce any sensible evacuation by the 
skin. 1 have myself tried, in several in- 
stances, the exhibition of the tartrate of 
antimony on this plan, not, however, 
ing it beyond the amount of a grain anda 
halfin a dose. I have generally given it in 
grain doses, in an ounce of any of the dis- 
tilled waters, repeating it every two or three 
hours. I have generally found im inflamma- 
tion, more especially when it is seated in 
the chest, that its effect has corresponded 
very much with what is described by those 
foreign physicians who have introduced it 
into practice ; and it appears to me, that its 
exhibition in this way will often serve in- 
stead of taking blood, 

There is another remedy of considerable 
power in the treatment of inflammation, 
although it acts quite differently from the 
tartrate of antimony, and that is mereury, 
more especially calomel. It has long been 
ascertained by general experience, that the 
free exhibition of calomel, after direct de- 
pletion, has a very favourable effect in expe+ 
diting recovery, and in preventing those 
changes in structure, which inflammation 
frequently produces. This is a matter that 
has been observed generally, without much 
attempt to explain it, or to reason upon it. 
Thus we may say, that after the free em- 
ployment of the lancet, after evacuating the 
alimentary canal, and after using those ge- 
neral depletions 1 have mentioned, calomet 
may be given in doses of two, three, four, of 
five grains, aud repeated every six or eight 
hours, till the patient has taken some consi- 
derable quantity of it. It has been observed, 
particularly in instances where the ealomel 
thus administered has affected the ‘mouth, 
that perhaps the progress of recovery has 
not been at al! retarded, bat rather aceele- 
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concomitant febrile disturbance of 
tem. When the case is not so serious 
tea a little toasted bread, or biscuit, ma 
be allowed ; ripe fruits, or roasted apples. 
~ Loss of blood, purging, and abstinence 
these are the three great means of reducin 
= : 
3 


this way has the effect of preventing changes 
of structure, and thus expediting recovery, 
it is of course a very interesting matter to 


Now in the exhibition of calomel in in- 
flammation, for instance, of the iris, we can 
see the mode in which the medicine acts : 
the inflammation is premmpeutad with effu- 
oy of lymph on the inflamed membrane. 

@ see calomel, more particularly if we 
carry the use of it to the extent of affecting 

mouth, very speedily arrests this deposi- 
oflymph, that what has been depo- 
sited, becomes quickly absorbed. When I 
speak of calomel, of course I mean to speak 
to you of the action of mercury generally, 
for I do not suppose, in fact we know, that 
the effect is not confined to that particular 
form of the remedy. There, then, we have 
@ clear evidence of its action in arresting 
the effusion of lymph, and in promoting the 
absorption of that which has been deposited. 
is another case in whith the use of 
calomel has been found to be very advanta- 
, and that isin that peculiar form of 
mation in the larynx end trachea, 
which is accompanied with an effusion of 
lymph, forming an adventitious layer of 
substance on the surface of the inflamed 
membrane. It is not improbable then, that 
mercury may this general power of 
eontrolling that action of the capillary ves- 
sels on which the effusion of lymph depends, 
and thas of preven ing the changes of struc- 
ture which follow inflammation. This, how- 
ever, is a point which remains open for fu- 
tare observation. 

The means that I have now described, 
taken altogether, constitute what is called 
the antiphiogistic treatment, or the anti- 

istic plan, which merely means the 
treatment or plan calculated to terac 
inflammation—the treatment or plan opposed 
to inflammation. And when we speak sim- 
ply of the general management, more par- 
ticularly of the diet, we call that the anti- 
istic regimen. 

Although it may be stated ly, that 
local ications are of much less import- 
ance in the treatment of inflammation than 

means, yet they are often very use- 

auxiliaries ; they at all events, in many 

» produce a comfortable effect to 

the patient's feelings, and, therefore, we em- 

ploy them, even if only for that purpose. 

increased heat of a part has naturally 

led to the employment of cold. When a 

has a part of the body, or the whole 
rnatural! 
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to the human body has a very 
influence in checking increased ) 
the case of wounds, people are 

habit continually of employing cold to check 
bleeding ; in fact, by applying intense cold 
for a considerable length of time, we can not 
only reduce vascular excitement, but 
vascular action altogether. Various applica- 
tions, then, have been made use of for the pur- 
pose of reducing this increased temperature. 
These consist of substances in the liquid form, 
and are, as they are technically called, lotions 
or washes. ‘they ere used by ay soft 
piece of linen, three or four times ‘olded, 
dipping it into the fluid, squeezing it out, so 
as to have it damp, laying it on the part, and 
moistening it frequently, The effect of 
these applications, probably, does not de- 
pend so much upon the mere circumstance 
of their being lower in temperature than the 
part to which they are applied, as their be- 
ing used in such a way, as that the fluid may 
be evaporated from the surface of the part. 
You are well acquainted with the fact, that 
evaporation is a very powerful mode of pro- 
ducing cold, and thus when a moistened 
rag is laid on a part and exposed to the air, 
evaporation goes on of the fluid contained 
in that rag, and thus the temperature of the 
part with which it is in contact, becomes 
considerably reduced. Hence the washes 
or lotions used for this purpose, in refer- 
ence to the particular mode of their applica-~ 
tion, are called evaporating lotions ; and it 
is of importance when you attempt to reduce 
temperature in this way, that you should see 
the liquid is so employed as to admit. of 
evaporation. If you leave a person to apply 
a wash himself, he will, perhaps, sok a 
rag dipped in it to the part, cover it over 
with a handkerchief, and then lay it under 
the bed-clothes, Now it is obvious that 
evaporation cannot go on there, that the 
soon becomes of the same temperature wi 
the part, and the limb is kept in a sort of 
warm bath. For the purpose of produci 
cold in this way, cold water may be applied, 
iced water, vinegar water, or rose water, 
Very commonly, what is called the saturnine 
lotion, is used. This was heretofore consider- 
ed a very powerful remedy, and its effect in 
reducing inflammation, was referred to the 
sedative property of the preparation of lead, 
which it contains. We continue to use 
Goutard’s wash, as it is called, from its ori- 
ginal maker, or the saturnine lotion, al 

we do not believe that the lead bas any such 
effect as was ascribed to it. Sometimes 
alcohol, or ether, is added fo the fluids that 
are used for washes, in order to increase the 
evaporating process. Spirits of wine, rec- 
tified spirits, or the liguor ammoenie aceta- 
tis, may be employed in conjunction with 
rose water for a lotion, making an 


action. 
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cold | and pleasant smelling lotion ; a 


| rated. If this general observation be well 
{ founded, that is, if calomel! in| 
ha enquire, bow these purposes are accom- | 
ished ? | 
iz 
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find, indeed, that the application of 
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either of these, to six or eight ounces of the 
Tose-water. When we wish to reduce the 
temperature of a still further, we apply 
ice to it. Get it roughly pounded, fill a 
Bladder with it half full, lay it on the part, 
and that continues at the temperature of 32°, 
until the whole of the ice is melted. We 
See very striking, and often very advanta- 
geous effects produced by the application of 
cold to the head, for example, when there is 
@ preternatural determiyation of blood to it. 

we apply tothe head a bladder containing 
cold spring water, just drawn out of a pump, 
about two-thirds full, and let it remain, re- 
newing it occasionally, or apply a bladder 
similarly filled with pounded ice, we shall 
find the temperature of the head become 
very much reduced indeed ; and often where 
there is considerable arterial excitement at 
the time of application, patients soon begin 
to find the cold very uncomfortable, and re- 
quire the bladder to be removed. It often 
happens, when cold has produced beneficial 
effects, that the patient becomes thoroughly 
chilled, he feels cold, and cannot support 
the continuation of Use application ; indeed, 
asthe temperature of the part is reduced 
down to its natural degree, it is not neces- 
sary to go on with the remedy. An aching 
sensation is produced, and patients actually 
require that warmth shall afterwards be ap- 


There are many instances of inflammation, 
in which patients find from the first, warm 
applications more agreeable than cold, and 
we are accustomed to comply with the feel- 
ings of patients in such cases, so that we 
use warm fomentations. Flannels wrung out 
of warm water, frequently applied and fre- 
quently changed, are useful. I believe that 
simple warm water answers al] the purpose ; 
but we often medicate it by boiling down 
the capsules of poppies or camomile flowers, 
Now when fomentations are applied to con- 
siderable surfaces in this way, that is to the 
chest or abdomen, if the flannels are putiato 
boiling water, then into a rough towel and 
wrung out (for they caonot be wrung with 
the hands), and applied to the surface of the 
body, a further effect than the mere local 
warmth takes place, for frequently such 
warmth will produce perspiration of the 
whole frame, with a considerable alleviation 
of the symptoms. 

I believe we are hitherto unable to lay 
down any precise rule which should govern 
usin the use of warm or cold applications, 
though they are opposite in their nature. 1 
should say, cold applications are found to be 
the best in diseases that are quite superficial 
and in the incipient stage, when they can 

uce contraction of the vessels, and thus 

ing the part’ nearly into its healthy state. 
But when the inflammation is fully ¢eve- 
loped, or when it is seated deeply under the 
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surface, warm applications are generally 
found the most advantegeous, 

In the account of local applications, you 
will find a greater variety of su than 
I have now mentioned : thus emollient, nar+ 
cotic, and unctuous substances, are recome 
mended for the purpose of producing changes 
in the perts to which they are applied. I 
believe that none of these substances act in 
the way they are supposed toact. I do not 
know that there is any direct means for suits 
ening the skin, for instance; and the nar. 
cotics, or indeed an dicine of that kind, 
can have no sort of effect, as long as t 
cuticle remains entire. It is true, opi 
will act through the cuticle, if it is powers 
fully rabbed ia; but such things as are em- 
ployed under the term narcotics, such as 
some herbaceous infusions im warm water, 
are not capable of producing any narcotic 
effect whatever. 

It is observed in the animal economy,. 
that when a new disease is produced, the 
one which existed previously, very gene 
rally becomes considerably dimimshed id 
its extent, or frequently entirely disappears, 
Ifa person has a violent inflammation of the 
urethra or bladder, and the testicle becomes 
inflamed, the inflammatory symptoms genes 
rally disappear from the urethra, If a child 
bas a serious inflammation of the eye, and 
the ear becomes sore and breaks out, the 
eye willget well. It has been attempted to 
imitate this process of nature by producing 
an artificial new disease, in order to lessen 
that which already exists; and this prin- 
ciple is called counter-irritation. Some< 
times it is called revulsion. Counter-irritas 
tion means merely, opposed or opposite irri- 
tation ; that is, an irritation opposed to that 
wifich exists. Revulsion is from the Latin 
word revello—to craw away—under the no- 
tion that the new inflammation of parts for- 
cbly draws away that which previous! 
existed. Derivation is sometimes appli 
under a similar notion. Derivation means— 
draining off in astream. Thus when leeches 
are applied to a part, they are said to afford 
a derivation ; that is, to draw off the fluids 
from the inflamed part to the outlets, which 
are produced by their application. Thus 
counter-irritation, derivation, and revulsion, 
are words of analogy, meaning pretty much 
the same thing, and that which is most com= 
monly accomplished by means of what we 
call blisters. But they ere not the only 
means of accomplishing the purpose. 
has, of late, been proposed by Sir Anth 
Carlisle, to produce the effect intended by 
means of a piece of metal dipped into water. 
ofa given temperature.. You know that the’ 
application of boiling water to the skin, will 
blister just as much as the ointment made 


with the Spanish fly. He bas proposed, 


therefore, for the purpose of producing this 


i 


to spply a portion of metal which can 
first dipped into hot water, boiling water, 
water oe lower temperature, if you want 
produce a less effect, and this produces 
exactly the quantity of local irritation you 
may be disposed to have. The liguor am- 
monia@, when applied in its pure state, will 
produce blistering; and either the liquor 
ammonia, therefore, or boiling water, may 
be applied, when you want to produce the 
effect instantly ; for the action of a blister, 
with a Spanish fly, takes some hours. Now, 
im order that you may have a chance of re- 
moving irritation produced by another ac- 

jon in this way, it is necessary that the 

w irritation should be more powerful than 
that which already exists. An active in- 
flammation in its full development, which 
has not yet been checked with its vari- 
ous sympathetic consequences, is much 
too powerful to be stopped ty blisters. If 

on a blister when the inflamma- 
jon is in that state, you do not check the 
i » you only add to the irritation that 
elready exists in the frame—you increase 
the patient's sufferings. Blistering then is 
not to be employed, while the disease and 
its effects are in this state—it is to be 
used after depletion, and after the vari- 
ous means I have already described, have 
mitigated the severity of the local disturb- 
ance, and removed the constitutional effects. 
The disease would then be already on the 
decline, and the formation of a new disease 
assists its removal. 

Blisters may then be applied when in- 
flammation has continued some time, and 
when you suspect it is going into the chronic 
Stage. It has been said, they are also ap- 
plicable when you wish to recall inflamma- 
tion towards a part in which it has previ- 
ously existed, but which it bas quitted, in 
order to fix in some other place ; such ex- 
amples of removal of the disease, you find 
occurring chiefly in gout and rheumatism. 
It may be doubtful bow far this principle 
ean be rendered of practical utility. In 
such cases, that is, if the inflammation of 
gout or rheumatism should have passed from 
external parts to internal organs, you will, 

bly, find it is best to attack the in- 

mation vigorously in its new quarters, 

rather than to attempt to entice it back to 
its old seat. 

The means I have now particularised are 
to be continued and repeated, until the in- 
flammation is subdued. A milder course of 
treatment may be pursued afterwards, until 
the natural state of the organs return. Thus 
you must continue for a few days to pay 
particular attention to the bowels, adminis- 
ter mild aperients, and regulate the diet of 
the patient ; though you would not deem it 
necessary to be so strict as I have already 
mentioned, it is necessary to be in the more 
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serious stage. Patients commorly @ 
great part of their slight = eating and 
drinking ; and thus, when they have been 
ill, and have bad their enjoyment iu this re- 
spect abridged, they are extremely anxious to 
get back as soon as they can to the operation 
of stuffing again. (Laughter.) Aad really 
medical men sometimes seem to deem this 
business of equal importance with the 

tient, and they are rather apt wo indulge 
patients in their wishes to return to the 
flesh-pots. (Continued laughter.) It is 
very important that you should not allow 
this inclination to take its full action, for it 
is a very common cause of relapse in inflam- 
matory diseases. Dr. Baillie left behind 
him some few practical remarks, which 
were committed to the by his execu- 
tors; and among them I found that observar 
tion which quite coincides with my own ex 
perience. He said, in all the cases of re+ 
lapse of fever, he had seen the circumstance 
could be traced to imprudence in diet—to 
the premature return of patients to their 
ordinary habits of eating and drinking. 

If you treat a case of acute inflammation 
according to the principles I have laid 
down, you will find you get rid of the dis- 
turbance in the part ; that the part recovers 
its natural state, and never passes into the 
condition of what is called chronic inflame 
mation, chronic infiammation being merely 
a protracted inflammation—an inflammation 
that has lasted for some time. If, however, 
inflammation be treated more inertly, if pers 
sorms are very much afraid of debility, afraid 
of letting out a little blood, and thus let the 
inflammation take its course and have full 
play, it will very frequently happen, after 
the acute symptoms are gone by, that you 
get a case of what may be called chronic 
infammation. We cannot, invari > Say, 
that the existence of such a case td 
prove that an inflammation had been treated 
badly, but it affords a strong presumption. 

In other instances, inflammation is chronic 
from its very beginning ; thatis, it is marked 
by less active symptoms than those belong 
ing to acute inflammation, and we are to 
consider what is the treatment appropriate 
to this form of disease. Now, although 
chronic inflammation is not marked by the 
same activity of symptoms, and although it 
does not exist in an equal degree of sympa- 
thetic disturbance in other parts, it is still 
essentially the same process as that of acute 
inflammation ; it is only a difference in de- 
gree, and must, consequently, be treated on 
the same principles. The treatment of chro- 
nic inflammation therefore will, except in 
degree, be the same as that of acute; it is 
merely a modified of the treatment 
I have described ; inasmuch as the local 
symptoms are less violent, and the sympa- 
thetic disturbance slight, or not existing at 
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which must come under the tech- 
head of chronic. We see many in- 
stances of chronic inflammation, that have 
been ry actively treated, where we can 
take blood from the arm at the end of some 
weeks, or even some months. Take the case 
of a peraon of a plethoric, or robust, habit, 
with chronic inflammation of an important 
organ, such as the head or eye, and then 
the loss of blood is frequently not only ad- 
vantageous, but we may say necessary. 
is often necessary, occasionally, to take 
in moderate quantities in thuse states 
of plethora which i have mentioned as con- 


Stituting the remote or predisposing cause | 


of so many local diseases, and where such 
States of have not actually pro- 
eweeded to the extent of exciting inflamma- 
tion in any particular organ, The abstrac- 
tion of blood, in small quantities, is often 
very beneficial, even where there is not 
much disturbance. Where there is a white 
tongue, we attempt to remove disturbance 
in the digestive organs ; we give purgatives, 
and cannot remove it; but if we take a 
small quantity of blood from the arm, we 
shall remove it at once. ‘The local loss of 
blood is frequently necessary in chronic in- 
flammation by cupping or leeches, Counter- 
irritation is very frequently necessary, and 
here we attempt a more active mode of 
treatment than is adopted in acute inflam- 
mation. We do not so commonly employ blis- 
ters, but usually more considerable means 
of irritation. We excite the peculiar irrita- 
tion of the skin in the neighbourhood of the 
part affected, which is produced by rubbing 
it the tartrate of antimony. By mix- 
ing finely-powdered tartrate of antimony with 
lard, in the proportion of one part of the 
tartrate of antimony to three parts of the 
lard, you form an ointment, and by rubbing 
asmall portion of that upon the part night 
and morning you produce a peculiar inflam- 
mation of the skin, which develops a large 
quantity of pustules, that are in one stage 
not much unlike the smail-pox eruption. 
Setons, issues, more, are other modes of 
employing counter-irritation in these cases, 
The regulation of the digestive organs is 
amatter of considerable importance in the 
treatment of chronic inflammation; here, in 
the first place, as in the acute, you clear out 
the alimentary canal, and then you would 
have recourse to such means as would insure 
the regular action of the bowels without 
producing purging. There are a great many 
remedies classed under the head of purga- 
tives ; a great many which produce the effect 
of purging, but they produce it in different 
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ways, and we find it advantageous, under 
circumstances, to select one ar 


y | other of these means. Now, in the case of 


acute inflammation, I have mentioned to 

the administration of neutral salts, in small 
doses, at short intervals, iu order to aye 
watery discharges from the bowels; but this 
is not the treatment to be pursued in cases 
of chronic inflammation. You are not ate 
tempting, in the case of chronic inflamma- 
tion, to reduce the powers generally, 
want merely to obviate what is at eyo 
an imperfect action of particular functions; 
there are remedies which stimulate the 
intestines, and which make them evac 
their contents. Aloes and colocynth are 
medies of that kind; they have been called 
eccoprotics, Ecoprotic is a Greek word 


out, and coprotic, copros—dung —emptiers 
the dung-bag. These, therefore, are reme- 
dies for insuring the regular evacuations of 
the bowels: with them may be combined 
mercurial medicines, which have the effect 
of altering the secretions in the alimen 
cana!, or at least which are supposed to have 
that effect, for we have not the clearest evi- 
dence of all these matters. We see that 
whenever the colour of the fecal evacuations 
is unnatural, that the exhibition of mercury 
will frequently improve it; and we suppose 
the exhibition of mercury, therefore, has some 
effect on the liver. Then calomel, or blue 
pill, may be safely combined, for the pur- 
pose I am now mentioning, with aloes, the 
extract of colocynth, or the extract of rhu- 
barb ; and these may be given at such inter- 
vals as may be necessary to insure regular 
evacuations, Aloes, perhaps, is the best for 
this purpose, because it has the effect of 
producing the end in small quantities ; and 
hence, I believe, it is the basis of almost all 
the purgative pills under the form of quack 
medicines. Scot's pills, dinner pills, diges- 
tive pills, and an immense tribe of them, so 
far as their active property goes, consist I 
believe ofaloes. When the tongue is very 
foul and loaded ; when the discharge from 
the bowels is very unnatural in its colour, 
dark, slimy, and pitchy, frequently at the 
same time nausea existing, or perhaps an 
unnatural or voracious appetite, it may be 
necessary to exhibit an emetic in order to 
clear the stomach, or at all events, if you do 
not do that, it may be well to administer 
antimony in a small quantity in conjunction 
with some other medicine. Under such cir- 
cumstances we may exhibit two or three 
grains of calomel with the same quantity of 
James's powder made into a pill with the 
compound extract of colocynth at night, 


| and a dose of the iafusion of senna and salts 


in the morning. 

Common experience has shown the ad- 
van‘age of combining different purgatives. 
We dosometimes give those medicines si 


all; it is not 60 often necessary to take| 
dlood generally as in acute inflammation ; i) 
but the general abstraction of blood is b ' 
m0 means inapplicable or unnecessary ; on | ' 
the contrary, it is often necessary in the i 

i 


but very often we find it useful to combine 
them. W find that acombination of several 
of them will produce the beneficial effects 
which they are not capable of producing 
singly ; and this is accounted for by our ac- 
with the fact Il have mentioned, of 

purgatives producing their effects in vari- 
ous ways, Aher clearing the alimentary 
canal, in the way | have mentioned, it may be 
expedient to administer mercury, in what is 
walled the alterative form ; that means, the 
administration of mercury, calomel, or blue 
pill, in small doses, and continued for a con- 
siderable time. Five grains of the blue pill, 

Plummer’s pill, or a grain, or two grains, 
of calomel may be administered in this way 
at bed-time, every second night, aud some 
aperient medicine should be given some 
time in the course of the day. 1 have men- 
tioned to you, that aloetic medicines are 
good in these cases, and in conjunction with 
mercurial medicines you may administer the 
compound decoction of aloes, with infusion 
of rhubarb. When given in the middle of 
the day, ora little before dinuer, it gently 
excites the stomach, at the same time thatit 
acts on the large intestines. 

In elderly and debilitated persons, you 
should generally select that class of pur- 
gative medicines that are called warm; and 
one of those I have mentioned is a very 
good one, nanely, compound decoction of 
aloes; it used to be called the baume de vie. 
The tincture of rhubarb, combined with 
the tincture of senna, forms an eligible 
combination of purgatives of a warm kind. 

It is absolutely necessary, in the treat- 
ment of these cases, that you should care- 
fully attend to the diet. 1 can assure you 
consider it just as necessary to regulate the 
diet, as it is for you to determine the medi- 
cal or surgical treatment ; in fact, if you 
content yourselves in the treatment of dis- 
ease in prescribing medical or surgical means, 
and leave the patient to do just what he 
likes in point of diet, in the great majority 
of cases you will be beaten. He will do 
himself more mischief by what he puts into 
the stomach, than you can do him good by all 
your surgical or medical researches. During 


the existence of inflammatory disease, all | 


fermented liquor is improper. Animal food 
should be taken only in small quantities, and 
even that is fit only in the milder forms of in- 
flammation. Tea, gruel, broth, milk, bread, 
and the various farinaceous articles, and vege- 
tables, these form a kind of diet which is 
intermediate between the low diet of fever 
and the full diet, which may be safely taken 
by persons in health. When the local ex- 
citement is completely stopped, and when 
the general disturbance has ceased, when 
the tongue is moist and clean, when, in fact, 
the patient is well, then he may return to 
common diet, but he must not do so before. 


CLINICAL INSTRUCTION 


Such then are the means dietetic and 
medical of removing ote or 

causes of local disease in that numerous 
class in which they are found to arise 
taneously, or are said to come of themse' 
When, however, the nervous system has 
been considerably weakened by great mene 
tal exertion, by sedentary habits, by resi- 
dence in bad air, or by the other depressing 
influences to which it may be exposed, you 
must do something more than adopt the 
means | have just described. You must re~ 
sort to some means for strengthening it, 
bracing it, and restoring its energy. Iam 
afraid you will not fiud such reinedies in 
the materia medica, There are tonics, 
stimulants, there are medicines of this and 
medicines of that class to be found in abun- 
dance, but I believe there are three things 
which do not belong to the materia medica 
that I may mention, with reference to the 
particular point under consideration, and 
which very far outweigh any of the articles 
to be found there. These are, residence in 
pure air, exercise of body, and tranquillity 
of mind, 


EDINBURGIT ACADEMICAL 
CLINIC, 


We proceed to lay before the readers of 
Tue Lancet, a short sketch of the manner 
in which clinical instruction is conducted 
in this University, preparatory to the com- 
more lengthened and regular 

etails. 


Tue institution of clinical lectures in the 
Roya! Infirmary, first derived its existence 
from the exertions of George Drummond, 
| Lord Provost of the city, in the year 1746, 
when the managers, at his suggestion, 
entered into a resolution, ‘to adopt every 
measure that could tend to facilitate medical 
education ;” and in pursuance of this reso- 
lation, permitted the professors of medicine 
|in the University, ** to lecture on the most 
interesting cases that came before them,” 
The same year, Dr. Rutherford commenced 
a clinical course, and, for ten seasons, con- 
ducted, alone, this department of medical 
education. In 1756, however, the number 
{of teachers was increased, and Monro, 
Primus, Cullen, and Whytt, became con- 
joint clinical professors. It is needless to 
enter more minutely into historical detail, it 
will suffice to observe, that many of the 
brightest ornaments of this, then most cele- 
brated academy, successively filled the chair, 


increasing, at the same time, their own re- 
| putation, and the fame of the university, and 


| 
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conferring immense practical benefits on the 
crowds of studeats who flocked to listen to 
their. demonstrations of disease. 

itis not our intention to enter into any 
invidious parallel bet the illustrious 
men who hare passed away, and the less 
celebrated individuals who now occupy their 
places. It cannot however remain uunoticed, 
that with one splendid exception, the names 
of the latter are scarcely heard of beyond the 
precincts of their class-rooms, 

The division of the Royal Infirmary 
allotted to the reception of clinical pa- 
tients, consists of four wards on the first 
floor of the edifice, which are distributed 
in the following manner. Two long apart- 
ments, each containing a complement of 
twenty-six beds, and two shorter, which 
jo’ the former at right angles, and re- 
ey accommodate fourteen patients. 

he long rooms are occupied ty indiscri- 
minate cases, and the short are appro- 
oe to contagious, or febrile diseases. 

he entire clinical department thus contains 
eighty beds, equally divided between mule 
and female patients, and each sub-division 
thus formed is entrusted to the care of one | 


Jobn Thompson, who, influenced perhaps 
by private as well as patriotic motives, made 
them the subject of repeated pamphieteer- 
ing. Dr. Dancan, juo. (as he was then 
termed), replied to his objections at con 
siderable length, and certainly appears to 
have had the best of the battle ; he, at least, 
has proved, that if the system be defective, 
it would be difficult in the extreme to 
establish a better. One weighty argument 
against the clinical teachers was, “ the 
sibility of the students being distracted by 
opposite opinions delivered in the co-existent 
courses ;” but this Dr, Duncan disposed of, 
by appealing to contradictory facts, and ex- 
pressing his conviction, * that the maim, 
difference between ‘scientific practitioners 
of the present day, cons'sts in the com- 
parative activity of their treatment of dis- 
ease.” 

This position of Dr. Duncan is rather 
aptly illustrated by the manner in which the 
clinical courses are at this moment conduct- 
ed by Dr. Allison, the Professor of the In- 
Stitutes of Medicine, and Dr, Grabam, the 
Professor of Botany. The former (perhaps 
from his profound habits of investigating the 


of the professors. Two clinical physicians mysteries of life, and from a kind of con- 
attend their different divisions at twelve stitutional timidity) shrinks at the idea of 
o'clock, daily, for three mouths, at which the smallest superfluous expenditure of its 
period they go out, aud are succeeded in| precious fluid, and contents himself with the 
rotation by two others for an equal period, | abatraction of blood measured almost to the 
Four lectures are delivered weekly, two by minim; while the latter bas been impe- 


each professor, at four o'clock, in the Uni- 
versity class-room. The statement of cases 
and daily reports are committed to four cli- 
nical clerks or assistants in each division ; 
these gentlemen are appointed by the phy- 
sicians, and are generally selected from the 


tuously urging the venesectory operations 
of his clerk, who, amidst the terrors of the 
sheriff and the high court of justiciary, is 
compelled to draw the fortieth ounce from a 
rheumatic patient. 

A similar diversity seems to influence 


most assiduous and attentive pupils, although these colleagues in details of a minor cha- 
it occasionally happens here, as well as in racter. Dr. Allison listens patiently to the 


higher systems of patronage, that the stupid Clerk's protracted narrative of cases, and, if 


relative, or well-introduced noodle, is pre-|the composition be .well-arranged, appears 
ferred to the more deserving stranger. ‘The pleased with a lengthened statement. Dr. 
journals are kept with the utmost regularity, Graham, on the other hand, wishes cases 
and the students have free access to them compressed into a nutshell, and imitating 
after three o'clock in the afternoon. This hbe- | the brevity of Linnwus, would have disetses 
rality and order, however, are oftencontra- defined in *‘ twelve words.” The former 
vened in a mortifying manner, by the utter slowly ereeps from bed to bed, and hangs 
impossibility of deciphering the hierogly- over the patient whispering his daily in- 
phics of the clerks. During the six winter quiries with that genuine humanity which 
months, the clinical physicians have the characterises his disposition, and a seem- 
privilege of selecting patients from the ingly total carelessness of the presence of 
general waiting-room, by which means the the listening students: the latter bustles 
most interesting cases are always brought about the wards, prescribes with loud and 
before the notice of the students. It thus declamatory emphasis, and ever end anon 
appears that two separate clinical courses shocks the women with catamenial in- 
are, at the same time, in progress, of which quiries, uttered in a voice that rings through 
the pupil may attend one, or both, at his’ the apartment. 

pleasure ; and the latter most usually hap-| Such are a few of the diversities which 
pens. exist, but we agree with Dr. Duncan in the 
» Like most other academical systems, | opinion that such can never be sufficient to 
this possesses its peculiar faults and advan- | convert the observant pupil into a captious 
tages. Its merits were especially called in| and often incompetent critic. To conclude 
question a few years ago, by the celebrated | the brief comparison, it is but justice to 


| 
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eredit to both Drs. Allison and Graham 

talent, punctuality, aud zeal, in the dis- 

e of their clinical duties, and the 

avidity with which they avail themselves of 

the wide sources of pathological information 
to which they have access. 

During the period of the session that 
has already elapsed, the lectures have been 
well attended, but there has been an un- 
usual dearth of interesting cases. Within 
this week, however, a iar case of 
measles and another of severe enteritis have 
been admitted, for which, together with a 
most extraordinary instance of convulsive 
affection, we shall find room in our next 


r. 

Tt may be noticed that we have passed 
by the department facetiously denominated 
the “ Clinical Surgery Lectures,” In truth, 
since Dr. Ballingall’s retirement, they have 

unworthy the attention of the pro- 

fession, as far as benefit might accrue from 
their consideration. Constituted as this de- 
rtment at present is, it forms a kind of hy- 

id existence, half collegiate, half private, 
carried on by an octogensrian professor, and 
an ineffective, though well-meaning, infir- 
mary assistant. We should not be justitied 
in occupying time or space with half the 
censure it deserves, and will only add, that 
it is waning rapidly into total decay, and 
that it will be fortunate for the students of 
clinical surgery, if, like other mules, it 
generates nothing like itself to occupy its 


CASE OF SIMPLE APOPLEXY, DETERMINED 
PERHAPS BY CONCUSSION. 


By Acexanper Tuomson, Esq. 


Awn Coiman,achildaged three years, was 
brought to the London University Dispen- 
sary, on Tuesday, the 23rd of June last. The 
child was perfectly healthy and well formed 
at itS birth, and so continued for two months, 
when the mother left it for employment asa 
wet nurse, and did not return until the infant 
was six months old. It was then very great- 
ly emaciated, and laboured under consider- 
able irritation of the bowels, the contents of 
which were voided, with a jerk, to aconsider- 
able distance. As neglect and ill usage had 
occasioned this alteration, the nourishment 
of a good breast of milk now restored the 
child, which gradually lost its emaciation, 
became fat, and in course of time evinced, 
for its age, very clear and forward intellects, 
It never, however, regained its strength, but 
continued so infirm thatit could not turnin bed, 
nor could it walk until within three months of 
its death, its movements even then hardly 
deserving the name, the limbs dragging 
along afterit. ‘Three days before its presen- 


SIMPLE APOPLEXY. 


tation at the Dispensary the child was thrown 
upon its back, by a large dog which jumped 
against its breast, and it was found by the 
mother in a state of violent agitation and 
terror. From this, however, it soon recover+ 
ed, and ing in the evening as well as 
usual, was, according to custom, washed all 
over and put tobed. On awaking the next 
morning, the child was scarcely able to raise 
itself, its power of walking was wholly gone, 
and with violent screams it complained of 
its knee ; its appetite was lost, and it could 
not be prevailed on to eat. On Tuesday, 
June 23rd, the thigh began to swell above 
the glutei of the right side, continuing to do 
so through the day. On applying at the 
Dispensary on the Tuesday, no injury was 
discovered after a careful examination. 
Some aperient medicine was given, with @ 
cooling lotion to be applied over the swollen 
hip. This evening, convulsions of the hands, 
rolling of the head, and great restlessness, 
came on, and the child was put into a warm 
bath, from which some relief was obtained ; 
the aperient medicines took no effect; the 
symptoms lasted through a sleepless night, 
becoming aggravated towards the morning; 
the healthy leg was tossed about, and the 
eyes rolled with rapidity. On Wednesday 
morning, the child was seen by Messrs. 
Eisdale and Hogg, who again examined the 
limb and the child carefully ; nothing, how= 
ever, was said by the mother of the symp- 
toms which indicated cerebral irritation. 

Leeches were prescribed tothe hip, which 
appeared to be merely bruised, and the 
mother was allowed to give some jalap pow- 
ders to the child, which slightly operated ; 

the stools were very offensive, and of # 
greenish curdy appearance. The symptoms 
became worse towards Thursday, and the 
infant was convulsed over the whole of the 
affected side, short intervals of stupor suc- 
ceeding, during which the eyes were fixed, 
the pupils dilated, and the hands clenched, 
It was in one of these intervals that I ac- 
companied my friend Mr. Eisdale to see the 
child. 1 examined the limb very minutely, 
but it was not shorter than the other; the 
toe wos not turned inwards, and the leg 
could be bert .a all the natural directions ; 
it was certainly not fractured; it presented 
slight tumefaction above the glutei, and 
some lite redness. Its hands were con- 
stantly raised towards the head, which was 
intensely hot, and the child moaned; de- 
rangement of the encephalic functions was 
evidently going on, ‘he mother said that 
she bathed her in warm water this morning, 
and then observed a bruise on the hip, but 
it could not now be seen. I immediately 
ordered the head to be shaved, eighteen 
leeches over the occiput, on the side on 
which the child had most probably fallen; 
a spirituous lotion constantly over the scalp, 
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and a grain and a half of submuriate 

immediately, and every other 

after. Nine of the leeches bled freely, 

was given, but before 

administering the second ar- 

ild died in violent convulsions, 

the affected side. My sur- 

at hearing of the death was scarcely 

noved by the post-mortem examination, 

which leaves little doubt that this was a case 

the “‘ simple apoplexy ” of Dr. Aber- 
crombie. 

Examination 24 hours after death. 

The body appeared plump and healthy, 

and was without any marks of injury, except 

the slight swelling of the hip. The arach- 

noid membrane, though quite transparent 

and destitute of vessels carrying red blood, 

adhered firmly to the pia mater. Between 

a few of the convolutions, there was a little 

serum ; there was also found about 


f. 5ii). of a sero-sanious fluid at the base of | 


the cranium, which had probably escaped 
from between the arachnoid membrane and 
the pia mater, during the dislodgement of 
the calvarium. The lateral ventricles con- 
tained about a f.5)j. of serum. No other 
morbid appearance, excepting a peculiar 
softness of the origins of the encephalic 
nerves, and a generally diffused softness of 
the cerebrum and cerebellum, could be 
traced within the cranium. The cerebrum 
and cerebellum both yielded upon the least 
touch of the hand. ‘This softness extended 
also to the medulla oblongata, from which 
the arachnoid and pia mater could scarcely 
be elevated, without lacerating its sub- 
stance. There was no 1] larity 
of the encepbalon ; the arteries of the lower 
half of the posterior columns of the spinal 
marrow were unusually turgid with blood ; 
the posterior columns, in their whole length, 
were much softer than the anterior, resem- 
bling, in consistence, the cerebrum, and not 
capable of sustaining the pressure of the 
fingers without yielding. No trace of dis- 
ease whatever could be found in the ubdo- 
men, except distension of the ileam with air, 
and about two drachms of turbid yellowish 
serum in the peritoneal sac; the pleural 
Sacs each contained about a drachm ot fluid, 
as did also the pericardium ; the right costal 
Pleura was highly injected with red blood ; 
the lungs were, in every respect, except 
colour, quite natural ; they had a darker hue 
than , arising, apparently, from venous 
congestion ; the large bronchial tubes were 
more vascular than natural; the limb was 
carefully examined, and no injury of the 

» im regard to 
could be traced; the head of the bone was 
not inflamed, nor did the acetabulum con- 
tain more fluid than usual ; no appearance 
of disease, except a little serum in the cel- 

, could be found inthe hip. 


OBSERVATIONS ON THE SECALF CORNUTUM, 


By W.A. Waxrrorn, Esg. 
Tuer« .is such an abundance of respect- 
able evidence in favour of the alleged spe- 
cific effect of the ergot of rye, that it would 
be umption for any one to positi 
contrary, on strength of be 
own experience only. The testimony in its 
favour consists, chiefly, of single cases, or 
at most three or four, related by each prac- 
titioner ; a number, I presume to think, in- 
sufficient to determine a point that has been 
so long mooted. In nearly all the cases of 
its supposed efficacy, there is a total ab- 
sence of that kind of proof which is followed 
by conviction. In most of those cases, it 
appeared, there was either deficient or sus- 
pended action of the uterus, at an advanced 


ition or substance, 


stage of the labour, when every other cir- 
cumstance was favourable to a speedy de- 
jlivery. ‘Uhere is no reason to doubt that the 
nterus would not resume its activity, Every 
}man familiar with obstetric practice, and 
| ebeorvent of the phenomena of parturition, 
| has witnessed the most capricious interrup- 
tions of the process; he has seen the 
\livery effected by a renewal of the uterine 
jaction, as sudden as its decline was uvex- 
| pected and inexplicable. 

I have employed the ergot of rye in one 
hundred cases, watched for its desired effects 
with care, and noted my observations with 
accuracy. The following are the results :— 

In four cases of protracted labour from 
deficient uterine action, I gave the ergot 
without any apparent effect, and I was ul- 
timately compelled to complete the delivery 
with the forceps. 

In two cases of difficult labour from dis- 
tortion of the pelvis (great projection of the 
promontory of the sacrum ), but without any 
deficiency of uterine contraction, the ergot 
was given without any apparent increase 
in the frequency, duration, or violence of the 
pains, — I was obliged to perform cra- 
niotomy. 

Thirty of the cases I hod previously at- 
tended in their preceding labours; to these 
I gave the ergot, without any apparent 
effect ; not one of these women had a labour 
of shorter duration than was ber last, or 
even her antepenultimate labour. Seven 
of the thirty were actually some hours longer; 
and this without any assignable reason, for 
of course I did not refer it to the ergot. 

In the remainder of the cases the dreg 
caused no apparent difference in the strength, 
frequency, or duration of the pains; nor 
| was there any appurent increase of the ex- 
|pulsive power, indicated by the head de- 
|scending in a greater degree during the 
contraction, than before the exhibition of 
the medicine, 
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TUMOUR OF THE JAW. 


In some of the cases, Adivery soon fol- 
lowed the use of the ergot, but 1 had pre- 
dicted the speedy termination prior to taking 
the medicine, from the patient’s condition. 

I have not seen the placenta expelled 
sooner than ordinary, in any case where the 
secale had been taken. In five cases I felt 
bound to extract it. In no instance was the 
discharge of blood less than usual; but in 
several it was necessary to apply efficient 
to arrest an inordinate discharge. 

have never used the ergot for uterine 
bemorrhage, nor will any man, who is 


thoroughly acquainted with its cause; for, the tumour, the enlarged 


ever, from curiosity than from any hope of 
affording her relief; Un measuring the ta- 
mour, | observed that its semi-cir fe 

was above 12 inches, and it pushed upward 
the orbital margins of the superior maxillary 
and molar bones, so as to obstruct vision. 
The nose was turned to the left side, and 
the hard palate was so much enlarged as, in 
a great degree, to prevent the tongue from 
performing its actions; the mouth was also 
much distorted by the tumour, so that the 
“« voice and utterance of the tongue” were 
pearly lost. On making on examination of 
mass could, in 


if we allow to the ergot all the virtues attri- | some places, be felt, but with difficulty, to 
buted to it, itis too tardy a remedy for an retain its osseous character, while in others 
evil that can only be successfully combated it was converted into cartilage, involving 
at the instant, and which never ouglit to be Some particles of bone in its mass ; and, at 
encountered by a means that requires fiiteen | the back part, where the tumour hung over 
minute’ for its operation. The secale 1) the maxilla inferior, a small fistulous open- 
used was obtained at Butler's, of Covent | ing might be discerned, from which a curdy 
Garden, and prepared by adding two ounces | matter was discharged. ; 

of proof spirit to an ounce ofthe ergot. The| As the tumour was not only making se- 
doses varied from ove drachm to three of vere ravages on the constitution of the pa- 
this tincture. ‘The time selected for its use | tient, but as it would, in a very short time, 
was when the os uteri was nearly perfectly | produce death, by obstructing both respi- 
dilated, and the patients have frequently tation and deglutition, 1 thought that an 


taken four doses. The only inconvenience 
have witnessed has been increase of already- 
existing nausea and vomiting. 

Nov. 14, 1829. 


1 operation ought to be attempted for her re- 


lief; but from this measure I was at first 
deterred, as she was sent out as incurable 
from one of the first hospitals in Europe. 


On the other hand, however, | was resolved 
in making an attempt to save the unfortunate 
woman, from the splendid and successful 
operations which Dr. Cusack, of Dublin, 
has performed in diseases of the lower jaw, 
By Tuomas Rostysox, Esq., Surgeon, | and from which, his character as skilful 
Haverhill. surgeon, is established, by the uvited tes- 

Saran Betts, 23, states,that about | timonies of members of the medical pro- 
twenty-four years ago, in the paroxysm of} fession in France, England, and Germany. 
a fever, she became delirious, and feil out) The operation having been decided upon, 
of bed, the right side of her face coming | begaa it by making my first incision alung 
against the-floor. In a short time after-| the lower edge of the orbit (avoiding the 
wards she felt a constant, dull pain at that | sac), and continuing it in a semiciroular die 
side, which she attributed to a toothach.| rection to a level with the second dens 
During the progress of years the face gra-'molaris. The next step of the operation was 
dually began to enlarge, and it was thouglt to cissect the fap from the diseased bone, 
necessary to remove her to the Cambridge | and to lay it over the mouth. 1 now sawed 
Hospital, There an opening was made at the through the diseased bone, in the direction 
mucous surface of the cheek, the superior | by which the soft parts were removed ; here 
surface of the maxilla superior being so 1 felt some difficulty, as curtilage bad in 
much absorbed as to allow a fluctuating tu-| many places supplied the place of osseous 
mour to project internally. The discharge | matter. A vertical section of the diseased 
from this tumour was kept open for some | bone, with one-half of the antrum maxillare, 
weeks by means of a seton, but without | brought the other half into view, which 
any good effect. She was finally dismissed| presented such a mass of disease as is sel~ 
the Hospital as incurable, and was subse-|dom to be met with, 1 dissected out as: 


EXTIRPATION OF AN ENORMOUS OSSEOUS 
TUMOUR FROM THE SUPERIOR MAXIL+ 
LARY BONE, 


quently sent by the parish to St. Bartholo- 
mew’s, where she was told that her disease 
was incurable, and she was consequently 
discharged. 

During one of my rounds I accidentally 
met with this woman, and being struck by 
the extraordinary appearance of her disease, 
1 requested her to call upon me, more, how- 


much of this as could well be done, and 
with Hey’s saw, removed from around the 
antrum many portions of diseased bone. The 
flap was now returned, and united in part 
by suture, in pert by adbesive straps ; ban-. 
dages and cold water were nest applied. 
The, wound united, ia some places, by the 
first intention; in others not until some: 
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EXTRAORDINARY RECOVERY. 


small portions of bone were thrown off. The 
usual medical treatment was resorted to, 
and in eight weeks the patient was enabled 
to go to service, her health being perfectly 

Aslight fistulous opening remains 
from the parotid duct, which is, however, 
gradually disappearing. 


drawn downwards as far as the sternum, an 
attempt was made to anite it with its upper 
part, by means of a strong ligature; this, 
however, brought on such a violent attack 
of suffocation, that it was for the present 
desisted from. The atiempt having been 
again made in the course of the day, was 
attended with the same effect, and it was 


Boyer, nave, Jourdan, D , and 
John Hunter, have each devoted some atten- 
tion to diseases of the antrum; but I can- 
not find, in any of their writings, a morbid 
change of structure in the surrounding parts 
so malignant, or a change of such magnitude, 
as that which I have related. Permit me 
to say, that in the operation I was ably 
assisted by Mr. Eastcott, of Haverhill; Mr. 
Prince, of Balshem; Dr. Collins, of Thur- 
low ; and Mr. Browne, of Bamstead. 

Haverhill, Suffolk, Nov. 14, 1829. 


RECOVERY AFTER A COMPLETE DIVISION OF 
THE TRACHEA AND G@SOPHAGUS, 


Cu. Scnyonn, ewtat. 37, of a truly athle- 
tic constitution, was, on the 17th of Febru- 
ary, 1827, brought to the Hospital of the 
University of Kiel, two hours after having 
made an attempt to commit suicide by cut- 
ting his throat. There was a large wound 
in the neck (three inches in width and six 
inches in length), by which the trachea, be- 
tween the first and second ring, and the 
esophagus, had been completely divided. 
None of the large nerves or blood-vessels 
had beea wounded, which was only to be 
accounted for by the wound having been 
made by a carved knife, which had been in- 
serted at the side of the trachea, and carried 
from behivd forwards. The patient was 
very pale, and of course speechless ; he lay 
on the abdomen, in which posture only he 
eruld breathe ; and every attempt at getting 
him up, as well as the introduction of an 
elastic tube into the lower aperture of the 
esophagus, brought on a violent fit of dys- 

aud vomiting; some warm milk was 
Pstilled into his mouth, and though it im- 
mediately escaped through the wound of the 
e@sophagus, and caused a violent cough, 
it quenched the thirst by which the patient 
was tormented, as he expressed by signs. 
At the same time, fifteen drops of tincture 
of opiam were injected into the rectum. 
Daring the night, the patient had frequent 
fits of ic cough, by which he 


brought up a considerable quantity of blood ; 
towards the morning, however, these fits 
ceased, and when Professor Liiders saw him 
at about eight o'clock, he was in every re- 
better than the evening before, being 

to lie on the back, and even to get up, 


without any accession of d The 
basing 


therefore considered advisable to confine 
the surgical treatment to the application of 
a bandage, by which the head was kept as 
near as possible to the chest. On the morn- 
ing of the 19th, the patient had passed a 
more tranquil night, being less harassed by 
the cough. He was without fever, and ex 
pressed by signs that he felt great hunger: 
a small quantity of warm milk and the yolk 
of an egg, was introduced into the lower 
aperture of the cesophagus ; the thirst wes 
quenched by the instillation of milk into 
the mouth, though it entirely escaped through 
the wound. A third attempt at uniting the 
trachea, failed like the former ones. On the 
20th, the patient had slept very well; re« 
spiration was easier, and he thought thet 
milk taken into the mouth, entered the stoe 
mach whea his head was firmly pressed 
towards the chest. The wound was covered 
by viscous lymph, without any trace of in- 
flammation or suppuration ; the ends of the 
trachea were as distant from each other as 
before, and the attempt at bringing them 
together proved again ineffectual. On the 
2ist, deglutition appeared to be somewhat 
more perfect; the anterior surface of the 
cervical vertebre was covered with lymph ; 
the margia of the lower aperture of the 
esophagus was adherent to the neighbour- 
ing parts; the external wo2nd was consi- 
derably lessened. The contraction of the 
pharynx was distinctly seen to be continued 
in the esophagus, whenever the fluid had 
by its gravity entered its lower portion. 
Kiespiration was observed to be more sibil- 
ous than before, and the cough rather hoarse. 
On the 22d, the patient had passed a very 
restless night; the cough had been ve 

frequent, respiration was short and hurried, 
the countenance expressive of anxiety, the 
face covered with cold sweat; the wound 
looked healthy, and was covered with lymph. 
After an opiate enema, the application of a 
sinapism over the chest, and a warm bath, 
these symptoms abated; the cough only 
continued very troublesome, and was accom- 
panied by puriform expectoration. De- 
glutition became easier, and it appeared 
as if the two ends of the wsophagus be- 
came gradually united, and the patient was 
accordingly from this time fed by the mouth 
only. The attacks of dyspnea repeatedly 
returned, but were always relieved by the 
use of sinapisms. In this state the patient 
continued till the 27th, when there was no 
opening of the wsophagus visible externally, 
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Me now, for the first time, took a little 
bread-soup, of which but a very small quan- 
tity escaped. The ends of the trachea had 
also become more approximated, being not 
more than an inch distant from each other, 
and they apparently evinced a great tend- 
ency to reunion. wounded parts were 
accordingly entirely left to themselves, and 
the patient kept to a spare diet, in order to 
prevent the jal or total obliteration of 
the trachea, Gen luxuriant granulation. 
On the 6th of March, the posterior and late- 
ral portions of the trachea were completely 
united; the patient was, however, still 
unable to breathe through the mouth, and, 
on closing the external wound with the 
finger, an attack of suffocation was imme- 
diately produced. On introducing a probe, 


the exception of a slight , had no 
difficulty of vapeenee, thon gh still obliged 
to retain the tube.—Graefe u. Walther's 


Journal. 


ELECTRO- PUNCTURATION. 

This operation certainly deserves more at« 
tention than has hitherto been bestowed 
upon it, in this country at least; especially 
as in many cases, which might be justly 
called opprobria medicorum, as chronie 
rheumatism, rheumatic paralysis, tic doulou- 
reux, &c., it has produced complete cures, 
after the ineffectual employment of various 
other methods. 

A Prussian officer received a violent con~ 


it appeared that this effect was not produced tusion at the right temple, which, after an 
+ Ad mechanical obstruction of the glottis. active antiphlogistic treatment, left a paras 
opening of the trachea was ofa circular lytic etiection of the eye, the globe and eye- 
form, and three quarters of an inch in dia- | lids being completely motionless; the pupil 
meter. On the 12th of March, the patient dilated, sight considerably impaired, and 
was able to breathe through the nose; in sometimes double; at the same time, the 
the evoning of the same day, however, a| patient suffered great pain over the orbit. 
violent attack of cough and dyspnea cume | The employment of many external and in- 
on, which, as appeared on closer examina- | ternal stimulants, and also of electricity, 
tion, was caused by the lumen of the lower | having been followed by no improvement, 
portion of the trachea being almost entirely | Dr. Graefe, of Berlin, first tried simple acue 
closed by granulations. On introducing an puncturation; and as this also was of no 
elastic tube, the difficulty of respiration was | effect, electro puncturation ; a faint stream 
immediately relieved. On the 15th, another | of electricity was passed into two needles, 
attack of suffocation came on from the same | which had been horizontally inserted in the 
cause, so that it was found necessary to keep | superciliar region; the strength of the eleo~ 
the canal constantly open by means of aj tric current was gradually increased; twe 
leaden tube. On the Sist, no change had | more needles were placed between the two 
taken place in the condition of the patient ;|lomelle of the eyelids; and after nine 
bat as he appeared to breathe freely through | weeks’ treatment, small sparks were 
the mouth and nose whenever the tube was |into the needles; from this time a very 
removed, it was thought proper to disconti- | marked improvement took place; the mo- 
nue its use entirely ; after four days, how- ton of the eyeball and lids returned, vision 
ever, the dys; na iad again so far increased, | became more and more distinct, and, after 
as to render the re-insertion of the tube in-| four months, the patient was completely 
i sable ; in order, however, to accustom cured. About a twelvemonth afterwards, 
the patient to breathe through the larynx, ‘he applied again to Dr. Graefe on account 
an opening was previously made inthe tube, of the sight of the right eye having become 
by which the air in the lower portion of the | slightly impaired ; the use of eleetro-pune- 
trachea was made to communicate with that | tnration for six weeks, was sufficient to re+ 


im the larynx and mouth. This expedient 

ed completely effectual, inasmuch as by 
at the patient was enabled, not only to 
breathe through the mouth, but also, though 
indistinctly, to speak. The complete re- 
moval of the tube was always, however, 
after a few hours, attended with dyspnea, 
and considerable accumulation of mucus in | 
the bronebia, so as to produce imminent dan- 
ger of suffocation. The lead-n tube was 
therefore removed, and a silver one placed 
in the trachea in its stead, and kept in its 
position by an elastic bandage round the 
neck. On the ¢7th of April he was dis- 
charged from the hhospital, and on the 29th 
of January last, when Professor Liiders saw 
him, he enjoyed very goud health, aud, with 


store it as completely as before. Another 
officer had, in consequence of a severe cold, 
been affected with rheumatic pain in the left 
thigh, which ultimately produced complete 
lameness ; issues, frictions, and a great many 
other remedies, having been used without any 
effect, four needles were plunged into the 
gluteus in a vertical direction, and elee- 
tricity passed into them, first in a stream, 
then in sparks, which were ultimately made 
of a considerable power. After six weeks, 
the poin had disappeared from the upper 
part of the thigh, bet bad beeome more 
violent towards the nose; the use of eleetros 
puncteration for three weeks wos, however, 
sufficient to remove it entirely ; and, at the 
time when the report was drawn up, the 
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“MALFORMATION.—E. I. ‘Sm 


tinual enjoyment health —Graefe 
u. Walther's Journal. 


SINGULAR MALFORMATION OF THE @SOPHA- 
GUS AND STOMACH. 


Ja July, 1828, a healthy woman in Elber- 
feld was delivered of a robust female infant ; 
immediately after its birth, a peculiar noise 
was heard in its throat, and shortly after- 
wards it was observed that, whatever it 
swallowed was, after a few seconds, brought 
up through the nose or mouth, under vio- 
lent fits of cough and suffocation. In other 
respects the child appeared healthy, took 
the breast, &c. ; the temperature of the skin 
was natural, and the mouth, palate, and 
pharynx, well-formed ; but, on introducing 
an elastic catheter into the esophagus, the 


latter was found impervious in the region of 


the second dorsal ‘vertebra ; the evacuation 
of urine and meconium was perfectly natu- 
ral. On the fourth day the child died. 

On examination of the body, fifteen hours 
after death, the external habitus appeared 
natural ; the subcutaneous tissue of the neck 
was filled with an unusual quantity of fat; 
the thoracic viscera were perfectly healthy, 
with the exception of the esophagus, which, 
at the bifurcation of the trachea, terminated 
in a cul de sac; the lower portion of the 
esophagus terminated also in a blind sac, 
which was connected with the upper by a 
fibro-cellular impervious ligament of about 
two inches in length. The stomach was ap- 
parently ina state of the utmost contraction, 
and its mu an cular coat exhibited 
a sort of network, the meshes of which were 
closed by the peritoneal coat; in some 

laces the peritoneum itself was perforated ; 

e number of these small perforations was 
far above a hundred; besides them, there 
was a large perforation between the cardia 
and the large curvature, with smooth edges, 
the substance of which was neither in- 
flamed nor softened. In the cavity of the 
stomach and duodenum there was a con- 
siderable quantity of transparent yellowish 
mucus; the other organs were perfectly 
healthy.— Siebold’s Journal fur Frauen- 
zimmerkrankheiten, &c. 


EAST INDIA COMPANY'S MEDICAL SERVICE. 


To the Editor of Tun Lancer. 


Sirx,—Accept from me, in common with 


which has hitherto enveloped East India ap- 
pointments, should be tora asunder, and 
geutlemen entering the service be made 
acquainted with what they have to expect. 
The letter is evidently the production of one 
iutumately acquainted with the subject, 
| probably more so from the injustice of some 
‘of their former acts. It is only to be roe 
| gretted, that the truth should have been so 
‘long untold. Had it been otherwise, how 
tmany would have been spared the pang of 
| parting from friends dear to them as life, 
| whom they can now behold no more, bei 
now either numbered with the dead, or but 
the wreck of what they once were! This 
last fact is illustrated in the persons of the 
few stragglers who return from India, with 
| wasted bodies and broken-down constitu. 
tions. To you, Sir, and to the editor of The 
Times, the army of India are under obliga- 
tions, for which, ] am convinced, they will 
ever fee] grateful; and I remain, Sir, what 
|1 have been for several years, your Constant 
Reader, 


London, Nov. 1829. 


DELAY OF THE COLLEGE REGULATIONS, 


To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 


Sir,—It is is now plain why the College 
did not sooner issue their regulations; it 
was because they wished to give time to the 
country students to enter to the practice of 
themselves and their brother Bats for the full 
term of twelve months, as many of the pupils 
having already attended a country hospital 
for a year or more, would only have needed 
}a six months’ ‘‘certificate” in London. 
| and many others have been thus tricked out 
| of our money by entering to the Middlesex, 
and we are told by the Surgeons there, or, 
rather, by Mr. Joberns for them, that our 
money cannot be returned. I will leave 
you to comment on this, and am, Sir, 

Yours, Xc. 
A Dure 


10 Nov. 1829, 


ST. BA RTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL. 


To the Editor of ‘Tus Lancer. 


Many others, both here and in India, my 
very sincere thanks for the insertion of the 
long letter signed “* Xe:poupyos,” on the gross 


acts of injustice, and the violation of sacred | 


ments, by the East India Company ; | 
it is high time that the delusive charm 


Sir,—Permit me, through the medium of 
your valuable Journal, to state the very great 
inconvenience many students are put to, by 
Dr. Latham’s paying his visit to this hospi< 
tal at such an early hour of theday. 


Eight o’clock is the time the Doctor fixes 
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for going his round, and frequently, 


Owing to some cause or other, it is consider- 
ably past that hour before he makes his ap- 
pearance, and as the demonstration com- 
mences at nine o'clock, it is evident that the 
time is very limited for the pupil to make 
his observations on the numerous and inte- 
resting cases that are in the wards. 

Pethaps, Mr. Editor, you or some of your 
numerous readers will be kind enough to 
inform me what reason is assigned for Dr. 
Latham's paying his visit at so early an 
hour ; for | am confident the majority of his 
pupils would prefer his coming in the middle 
of the day, in the manner of the other 
physicians and surgeons. Iam, Sir, your 
obedient servant, 


A Mepicat Pver. 
November, 1829. 


CONFINEMENT OF SUPPOSED LUNATICS. 


To R. Browne, Esq. one of the Metropo- 
litan Commissioners of acy, &e. 


Sin,—In your letter to the editor of The 
Times of the 11th instant, you state that the 
law relative to the insane is as follows:— 
** That no person or persons represented or 
alleged to be insane, shall be put under any 
restraint by any individual (not a relutive, 
or @ committee), without a written order 
from an authorised person, and the previous 
personal and separate examination of ‘ two’ 
medical practitioners of the state of mind of 
the patient.” 

1 beg most respectfully to ask, if by the 
above law, a relative can put a person un- 
der restraint who is supposed to be insane, 
without the previous and separate examina- 
tion of two medical practitioners, or without 
any examination by competent persons, of 
the state of mind of the patient? 

If it be so, I conceive an individual, even 
in the present reformed state of the law, 
might be confined in the house of a malig- 
nant and rapacious relative, although in a 
perfectly sound state of mind. 

1 also beg leave to ask, to what extent the 
present act would affect a medical practi- 
tioner, in the event of his giving a false 
certificate, or one without previous exami- 
nation of the patient. I should consider the 
heinousness of such an offence to be so great, 
that nothing short of transportation for life, 
or hanging, would be commensurate to the 
crime. ‘The favour of an answer through 
the medium of Tur Laxcer, would oblige, 
Sir, your obedient servant, 


Ay Isquiner. 


LUNATICS.—CREPITOUS RATTLE. 


ON THE PULMONARY CREPITOUS RATTLE. 
By Joux Werks Esq., MRCS. 


. Neots. 


Aw im t advantage attending the 
publication of Tne Lancer is, that by its 
means, new opinions may be made known to 
every member vf the medical profession. 
If the opinions be erroneous, they may be 
confuted by the very same means to which 
their publicity is owing, This latter cir- 
cumstance will render unnecessary any apo- 
logy from me, for disputing the correctness 
of the explanation of the crepitous rattle 
which is given by Laennec. 

The description of the crepitous rattle 
cannot be given better than in the words of 
its illustrious discoverer, as translated by 
Dr. Forbes. 1 will add, too, his explana- 
tion of the cause :—‘t The moist crepitous 
rattle has evidently its site in the substance 
of the lungs. It resembles the sound pro- 
duced by the crepitation of selts in a vessel 
exposed to a gentle heat, or that produced 
by blowing into a dried bladder, or it is 
still more like that emitted by the healthy 
lungs, when distended by air and compressed 
in the hand, only stronger, Besides the 
sound of crepitation, a sensation of humidity 
in the part is clearly conveyed. We feel 
that the pulmonary cells contain a watery 
fluid as well as air, and that the intermix- 
ture of the two fluids produces bubbles of 
extreme minuteness.” Of this supposed 
presence of the two fluids, I doubt the cor- 
rectness; and even if they were proved to 
be present m the pulmonary cells, I do not 
think their intermixture in such very minute 
quantities as must necessarily be contained 
in each cell, would produce the sound known 
as the crepitous rattle. 

The crepitous rattle is invariably present 
in the first stage of pneumonia, and is su 
posed to indicate inflammation of the air- 
cells, attended with a secretion of a watery 
flu.d. In every inflammation of a mucous 
membrane which comes under the cogni- 
zance of the senses, it is evident, that in the 
first stage of the inflammation, as suppres- 
‘sion of the natural secretion occurs, and a 
consequent preternatural degree of dryness 
of the inflamed membrane. In proof of this 
circumstance, I need hardly mention the 
sensation of dryness and grittiness which is 
experienced in inflammation of the conjunc- 
tiva, or the still more common occurrence 
of the dryness felt in the commencement of 
a coryga or catarrb. But although these 
effects of inflammation of a mucous mem- 
brane are so constantly presented to our ob- 
servation, it is supposed that the air-cells, 
whose lining membraue is mucous, no sooner 
become inflamed, than an increased secre- 
tion of fluid takes place from their surface. 
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from analogy, is it not much 
certain, that in}ent process, The exceedingly beautifal 
pneumonia, the air-cells| process ‘of parturition is either not under- 


More 
the first stage 


are fn a preternaturally dry state, dependent | stood b 
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r. Girtin, or, if understood, is 


r) ee eet If this be/lost sight of at a moment when it would be 
ition of the membrave, it is obvious | well to have it in mind. According to his 


that the crepitous rattle does not depend 
upon the ce of a mucous or sangui- 
neous fluid and air, which is generally sup- 
d to be its cause. I am of opinion, that 

@ crepitous rattle attends a preternatural 
degree of dryness of the lining of the air- 


own showing, the administration of the se- 
cale was unnecessary in the nine recited 
cases, 

He seems unmindful of the benefit de 
rived from the first stage of labour, and ap- 
pears to view any other pains than “ 


cells; that it depends upon the friction of | pulsive” as unnecessary. The partial sub- 


air against the internal surfaces of the air- 
, and upon the friction of opposite sur- 
faces of the air-cells against each other, oc- 
curring during respiration. A sound similar 
to the pulmonary crepitous rattle, may be 
in the commencement of inflam- 

mation of synovial membranes, by gentle 
friction of opposite surfaces of the membrane 
bgainst each other. In emphysema of the 
dungs, a crepitous rattle of a similar charac- 
ter to that of pneumonia is heard, which 
cannot be supposed to depend upon the pre- 
‘sence of any other fluid than air. All these 
circumstances appear to support strongly the 
truth of my explanation; yet I must confess 
itis with diffidence I offer to the profession 


‘an explanation of the cause of the phenome- | |), 


non, not only different to that given by the 
immortal Lacanec, but different to that which 
has, I believe, been generally received by 
his followers. 1f my opinions are erroneous, 
itwill be most satisfactory to me to have 
them confuted. 
~ The° sonorous rattle, it is probable, de- 
ds u the cof air through a 
Proachie tube deprived of its natural de- 
of humidity. 

The sound desctibed as resembling the 
etreaking of new leather, is explicable by the 
condition of the membrane inflamed. It is 

at the commencement of pericarditis, 
at which time we may suppose, that the 
secretion from the membrane is suppressed ; 
‘and that friction of opposite surfaces of the, 
daflamed pericardiam produce this peculiar 
sound 


Nov. 14, 1829. 


MEDDLESOME MIDWIFERY, 


To the Editor of Tat Lancet. 


Sin,—I trust you will permit the inser- 
tion of the following remarks upon a commu- 
fication in your Number for October 31st, 
entitled ‘* Cases Demonstrative of the Effi- 
eas the Ergot of Rye.” 

° article in question certainly proves 
the efficacy of the secale, but it furnishes 


sidence, or t tal suspension of pains for a 
short time, seems to furnish a proper case 
for the ergot. The sharp lancinating pains 
are useless, The danger of hurrying the 
foetal head through an unprepared pelvis 
and an unyielding perineum, is forgotten, 

I will briefly allude to each case, and ape 
peal to the experienced accoucheur whe- 
ther I am correct. 


Case I.—** After four hours’* pain, the 
pains subsided ;” surely there is nothi 
very unusual in that—nothing that justifed 
the ergot (except the accoucheur’s anxiety 
to be gone), If the subsidence of pain be a 
good reason for giving ergot, it would be 
well to give a dose immediately on entering 
e lying-in-room, for the sound of the ac« 
|coucheur's footsteps has generally the effect 
Of putting a stop to the uterine action for @ 
time. 

Case If.—In this case, “ the pains 
improved from eight till ten o'clock, when 
they slackened, and were feeble and in- 
effective for three hours—in all, eight hours 
from the commencement. The ergot was 
given.” Why, I cannot divine. 

Case 111—Hemorrhage to a great exe 
tent—no mention made of its cause. He 
must be a very bold, or a very timid prec- 
titioner, who dare trust to any medicine, 
where “ a chamber-pot was filled with blood 
in an instant, and the bleeding continued in 
a mitigated stream till my arrival.” It igs 
right I should add, that “ cold applications” 
to the vulva had some effect,” 

Case 1V.—In this case labour could 
scarcely be said to have commenced—that 
possible danger was to be apprehended from 
waiting? A few drops of liq. op. sedativ. 
would have put a stop to inefficient 

P 
Case V.—“ The pains were sharp and 
lancinating, with much abdominal uneasi- 
ness ;” in other words, they were dilating 
pains ; that these pains are part of the sim- 
ple parturient process, never seems to have 
struck your communicant, The ergot here 
was uncalled for. 


* Drs. Burns and Hamilton allow twelve 
hours for the first stage. 


imelancholy instances of rash, oficious, and 
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a8 they 
we been. “ A moderate dose of 
brought case to a beneficial and 
termination.” In my humble opi- 
bo rrnst labour ought to be ** speedy.” 
the slow and gradual progress of the 


oF 


maturely ruptured; and until I am 
that the rapid propulsion of the 
cranium, ected by the mem- 
envelope, is more rational than its 
progress, I can never view the ad- 


‘proved one of arrest,” &c. | 
case the administration 

ergot might right; but, Sir, who 
@are wait for the effects of Dij. of ergot, 
when “ the flow of blood was copi 
hour after the delivery of the placenta.” 

to his own cases, the ergot was 
in some instances twenty, in others thirty, 
minutes, before its stimulant effect was pro- 
duced. waited five minutes before 
yy A which ought to have been done 
at beginning—introduced his hand. 
Whether the “ firm and powerful contrac- 
tion, at the end of thirty minutes,” were the 
effect of the hand or ergot, I leave your 
correspondent to determine. 
I am, Sir, 
Your very obedient servant, 
J. Hart Waicurt. 


Chatteris, Isle of Ely. 


THE LANCET. 
London, Saturday, November 28, 1829. 


Tue University of Lonpon already 
occupies @ prominent station in the first 
rank of medical schools. Its success, how- 
éver, in this department of science, must 
remain far from complete, until it can afford 
the students the full. benefit of clinical in- 
struction; and where the number to be in- 
structed is of such magnitude as that of the 


ATTACHMENT OF A HOSPITAL TO 


members of the medieal classes of this in- 
stitution, a hospital of considerable size can 
alone furnish the means for its accomplish- 
ment. Far be it from us to assert, that a 
knowledge of the practice of medicine and 
surgery cannot be acquired without attend™ 
ance in the wards of a hospital. But, un- 
fortunately, the infamous monopolising by- 
laws of the College of Surgeons, for some 


y years past, have had the effect of paralysing 


the energies both of practitioners and stu- 
dents throughout every part of the kingdom 5 
and we fear that considerable time must 
elapse, although the restrictions are in some 
measure removed, before the private prace 
titioner will be prompt in seizing the op- 
portunities afforded by his experience, to 
impress upon the minds of his apprentices 
and pupils, the principles upon which their 
future professional conduct should be founded. 
Students have been taught to believe, that 


an | a knowledge of the profession is no where to 


be acquired, but in the hospitals of London, 
Hence, in almost every instance, they have 
failed to embrace the advantages which have 
been afforded them during their apprentice- 
ship. Under these circumstances, a medi- 
cal school upon a large scale cannot be con- 
sidered complete, if its arrangements do not 
comprehend a hospital where the pupil 
can have the daily opportunity of testing 
the knowledge of his professor at the bed- 
side of the sick, and of estimating the vast 
advantages of actual observation over the 
often-repeated, vague, and absurd hypo- 
theses, delivered in the class-room: The 
pupils of the London University being 
fully sensible of the loss and inconvenience 
arising from the absence of such an instie 
tution, have held several meetings for the 
purpose of discussing the subject, and, in the 
result, have taken the most proper step that 
could have been adopted,—they have pes 
titioned the Council for the formation of 
such an establishment, and from the judge 
ment and liberality everywhere so conspicu- 
ous in the arrangements of the University, 


. 

nded | 

the membranes ate preserved entire, | 
ing an inimitable wedge, and the feetal | 

hy cranium gradually assumes that conoid form | 

Le that so much facilitates its extension. 

Case VII.—Of this case I shall 
aE nothing. If the practice there followed be | 
1) t, then I have much to unlearn. I} 
taught to consider great patience | 
a as a cardinal virtue, where the membranes | 

vi 
& 
slow 
min Perpot apy Oller ligh 
; than officious and unnecessary. “ The case 
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‘We entertain not the slightest doubt, if the 
Council hold the necessary funds, that a 
hospital will be erected forthwith. If the 
‘treasury of the University be destitute of the 
funds, the Council will scarcely discharge 
fits duty to the students and to the com- 
munity, if it do not at once appeal to public 
opinion and benevolence in aid of suck an 
undertaking. The call, we are persuaded, 
would not be made in vain, especially as the 
Bum necessary to give birth to such an insti- 
‘tution, in comparison with what has been 
Often subscribed even for mere gewgaws, 
would be trifling in the extreme. The 
ground, and an excellent spot it is for the 
purpose, is already in the possession of the 
Council. The actual expenses to be in- 
curred, therefore, are only for building and 
furniture, which, for a hospital capable of 
eccommodating about one hundred patients, 
Ought not to, and with proper management 
certainly would not, exceed ten thousand 
‘pounds. The hospital once erected, an ad- 
mission fee paid by each student of xxss 
Than A morety of what he now pays to 
be admitted to witness the practice of the 
Middlesex Hospital, would be more than 
®ufficient to provide the necessary arti- 
eles of medicine, food, clothing, &c. To 
show that there is nothing fanciful or chi- 
merical in this calculation, it is only neces- 
@ary to turn to the accounts of the London 
Fever Hospital, which is by far the best- 
conducted establishment of the kind in the 
metropolis. The hospital contains sixty 
beds, and its average annual expenditure is 
under eighteen hundred pounds: this sum 
dncludes the whole of the salaries, These 
facts merit the serious consideration of the 
Council. 

However excellent may be any projected 


_ undertaking, it is sure to clash with the real 


or imaginary interests of some one, and 
even upon the subject of founding a cha- 
Titable institation, one of the professors of 
the University has been delivering himself 
‘of much cant, and no small portion of spleen. 


A correspondent informs us, that the day 
after the pupils had agreed to present a pe- 
tition to the Council, Mr. Charles Bell ad- 
dressed his class as follows :— : 

“T am informed that, after I left this 
chair last night, it was again occupied, and 
that you formed yourselves into a meeting 
to debate on matters concerning the univer- 
sity ; and that you entered into resolutions 
which cast reflections on my hospital (the 
Middlesex). I am sure you would say that 
I was not doing my duty if I permitted such 
proceedings to go on without notice, sud I 
am sure you are too generous, as medical 
students, to have made these reflections on 
my hospital if you had not been set on todo 
so. We had, a short time ago, only twenty 

pupils, now we have fifty to go round with 
us. This is a proof that the hospital is 
and | adequate for the purposes of instruction. 
In a few months you will be surgeons, and 
then we shall be ‘ hail, fellow, well met ;’— 
you will be masters, settled in life, andno 
doubt will take wives, and, if you have sons, 
you will, most likely, in compliment to your 
profession, bring one of them up to it, and if 
you should, let me ask you, would you not 
rather send him to a man who would thus 
censure his faults than to one who would 
pass them over in silence?” 

We have repeatedly expressed our admi- 
ration of Mr. Bell as a profound anatomist 
and physiologist, but, unfortunately, it has 
often fallen to our lot to reprobate, in 
severe terms, his tactics as e lecturer, and 
as a hospital surgeon. “ My hospital” may 
answer exceedingly well for Mr, Bell, as 
he pockets one-third of the students’ fees 
received at that institution, and this fact has 
probably caused Mr, Bell to forget that 
neither of the other professors hes the op- 
portunity of saying “‘ My hospital,” Mr. 
Bell’s opposition is founded so glaringly 
upon the most confined principles of self- 
interest, that it can have no other effect than 
that of stimulating both professors and stu- 
dents to renewed exertions in endeavouring 
to procure the erection of an untveRsiry 
nospiraL. We doubt not that Mr. Bell’s 
liberal speech will have its due weight with 
the Council. 

Y2 
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Mr. Henny Earte. 
‘The against Tne Laxcet contained 
in Mr, Earle’s speech, a copy of which we 
published in No. 324, are, 

“ That for a series of years we persecuted 

most maliciously. 

That we are now sensible we had injured 
him most unjustly, and that we are desi- 
rous of making him some reparation. 

That, accordingly, we had made ‘‘ profes- 
fessions” to him. 

That we had requested him to furnish 
Botes of his lectures, and tocorrect the j ress.” 

To these heavy accusations our plea of 
“not guilty” was immediately recorded ; 


and we added, 

Tt is not true, that we have urged either 
directly or indirectly, that we are sensible 
of having injured Mr. Earle unjustly. 
~ Tt is not true that we either directly or 
indirectly expressed a desire of making him 
Bome reparation. 
Tt is not true that we have either directly 
or indirectly made any professions to Mr. 
Earle. 

*« It is not true that we have either directly 
or indirectly requested Mr. Earle to furnish 
notes of his lectures. 

“ Tt is not true that we have either directly 
or indirectly requested Mr. Earle to correct 
the proofs of his lectures.” 

And we concluded thus :— 


Now, we call upon Mr. Earle, if he has 
the slightest regard for his character as a 
lecturer, as a man of honour, or as a genile- 
“man, to state openly and boldly to the class 
_on the evening of his next lecture, who has 
given him this pretended “ information,” 
and who has made these pretended “ re- 
‘quests.”” Our Reporter will be in attendance, 
and the whole of Mr. Earle’s statement shall 
-be published without curtailment. Further, 
_if Mr. Earle will condescend to ‘‘ request ” 
the attendance of the Editor, he will be 
present on any evening that Mr. Earle may 
appoint, and deny, to Mr. Earle’s face, and 
‘before his pupils, that which we have so 
“unequivocally denied upon paper. We have 
too bigh a regard for the character of this 
Journal, to solicit any thing in the shape of 
a favour from Mr. Earle ; but should that 


MR. EARLE AND 


he dares not submit the matters at issug 

between us, even to a jury consisting of bis 

own pupils.” 

Mr.’ Earle, with a feeling of honour 
which we doubt not will be duly appreciated 
in al! ages and in all countries, did not like 

to submit the case to a jury of his own pus 
pils, ** because,” as he tells us in his letter 
which we published last week, ‘* the at- 
tachment and regard which they have uni- 
formly manifested towards him, would ill 
suit them for the office of jurors,” and be 
did not invite us to meet him in the lectures 
room, ‘* because he was apprehensive that 
our reception might not be quite cordial.” 
Had there been any fear felt on either of 
those grounds, it is rather strange that it 
was not entertained by ourselves; and the 
manner in which Mr, Earle has spoken of 
us seems to imply, that his extreme caution 
is not prompted by any regard for our per- 
son, or from any desire to protect us from 


in his own favour. Be this as it may, he 
preferred writing, and, in one respect, we 
heartily thank him for the choice, as he has 
committed his ‘* proofs’ to paper. It will 
not avail him now to declare that he has not 
said so and so, or to charge a reporter with 
misrepresentation ; for we have his “ proofs’” 
in his owa words, in his own writing, aye, 
and in his own spelling too. ‘‘ O that mine 
enemy would write a book!” The natute 
of Mr. Earle's proofs might, indeed, well 
excuse us fram: noticing this affair farther, 


showing, of that falsehood and malignity 
which he is so “ready to impute to others, 
The reader is now requested to peruse again, 
cuser, and then to consider, with not less at- 


to substantiate them. 


for years with all the aspersions which 


‘gentleman fail to request our attendance, it 


‘will be evident to the whole profession, ae 


worthy littl gentleman quotes 4 swOLB 


the disagreeable consequences of a verdict. 


as he stands convicted, even upon his own — 


and most carefully, the cuarces of the ac~” 
tention, the proors which he hag adduced 

To prove that we Earle 
falsehood and malignity could invent,” the 
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neronr from Tar Lancer, No. 233, p.720.'was acceded to by 
| Stanley ; but Mr. Lawrence, who saw the pa-- 
Nentshortly afterwards, was decidedly averse 


He selects, however, only portions of that 
report and the “‘ comments.” As we dislike 
all garbled statements, we will here reinsert 
the entire report, together with the com- 
ments which weie founded upon it. 


Lancet, February 16th, 1828. ~ 


Sr. Bantrnotomtw's Hosrirat.— Severe 
Iajury to the Head, 


Wrrtiam Deacon, aged 30, was admitted 
into Harley’s Ward, Jan. 23, under the care 
of Mr. Earle. He had fallen from a cart, on 
his head, and had received a contused wound 
of the scalp, over the upper part of the left 
parietal bone. He was taken up insensible, 
and, about twenty minutes after the accident, 
was bled, when he became more sensible, 
and auswered questions. When brought to 
the hospital, he was very comatose, and did 


not answer any questions, although he ap 

sensible of what was said and done) 
tohim. His breathing was natural; pulse 
regular, and rather feeble. In a few hours) 
his pulse rose, and became full and hard ;| 
he was bled to thirty ounces, and a dose of 
calomel and jalap administered. His head 
was shaved, and cold cloths constantly ap- | 


In the evening, his pulse again becoming | 
fulland hard, twenty ounces of blood were | 
taken from the temporal artery. 

(24. He had slept but little during the 
night; at times he was very restless, and 
endeavoured to get out of bed. This morn- 

he appeared more sensible, and put out 
his tongue when desired ; his pulse was full 
and hard, and his skin hot. Venesection 
ad $xiv. 

25. Was, at times, very restless; pulse 
frequent, full, and hard ; skin hot and dry ; 
convulsive motions of the right side of the 
face, and of the right arm and hand, were 
now observed ; these attacked him in pa- 
roxysms, and at short intervals He was 
capped to sixteen ounces from the temples, 
ayd_ a blister was applied to the nape of the 
neck. 

‘26. The convulsive paroxysms of the face 
and arm were more frequent; his pupils 
were slightly dilated, but contracted freel 
on exposure to light; respiration not dif- 
ficult nor stertorous ; pulse 150, and sharp ; 
he passed his feces involuntarily. 

Mr. Earle was of opinion that these 

were attributabie to pressure on 
the im, and arose from the presence of 
matter between the cranium and dura mater; 
and after having examined the wound, which 
was ina sloughy state, with a portion of 
ba@me, about an inch in extent, denuded ; he 


proposed the operation of trephine; this 


Mr. Vincent and Mr.: 


to it. The wound of the scalp, however,, 
was enlarged, and the trephine applied. On 
sawing through the bone, considerable bleed- 
ing took place from it; there was effusion’ 
beneath the bone, and the dura mater was 
found perfectly healthy ; the brain did not 
pulsate. In the evening he became very 
restless ; the convulsive motions of the arm 
and _ were somewhat diminished, pod 
muscles of the tongue were spasmodic 
affected. His pulse was frequent and bard. 
Venesection ad §xvi. 


27. Was very restless until two o'clock 


this morning, when he became more quiet, 
and had some sleep; the convulsive pa- 
roxysms were less frequent, and he was 
more sensible, though not able to make 
replies to questions. His 
quent and feeble, Towards the evening he 
had delirium ; his pulse became more feeble, 
respiration hurried; extremities cold. He 
died at two o’clock on the following morn- 
ing.— Ecamination, eight hours after death, 
—On removing the dura mater, about an 
ounce of coagulated blood was found on the 


superior part of the left hemisphere of the | 


brain, and nearly opposite to the perforation 
which had been made in the skull ; the brain 
was somewhat flattened in this situation ; 
the dura mater appeared healthy. The an- 
terior inferior angle of the left parietal bone 
was fractured, and at the corresponding 
part of the brain, blood was effused into its 
substance, and formed with it a dark colour- 
ed pulpy mass about the size of a walnut ; 
the surrounding cerebral substance was soft- 
ened. ‘he pia mater was very vascular, 
and thickened ; no serous effusion beneath 


the arachnoid, nor increased quantity in the - 


ventricle.” 


“The character of the surgical cock-spar- 


row for judgment, discrimination of disease, 


and operative talent, has been sufficiently — 


established by bis singular operations in the 


celebrated singular variety of hernie, to 


which we lately called the attention of our 
readers. If, however, the smallest doubt on 
these points could still exist in the mind of 
the most sceptical, the case of trephining, re- 
corded at page 720, would remove it. A 


country practitioner, of considerable expe- > 


rience, who had walked into St. Bartholo- 
mew’son the morning when the operation 


was performed, in the hope of gleaning some ~ 


particles of information, by following in the 


train of those pure surgeons who cultivate _ 
that celebrated field of science with so much 


pulse was fre-. 


THE LANCET. | 


mean time Mr. Lawrence entered the 
ward, and was desired to see the patient. 
When he had carefully examined the man, 
our Reporter was very anxious to hear his 


opinion. Mr. Lawrence said he thought 


the man would certainly die, and that in- 
dependently of this, he could not observe a 
single indication for the operation. Mr. 
Earle, whodid not seem to relish this opinion, 
endeavoured, by various questions, to pro- 
cure a statement less decidedly hostile to 
the measure on which he seemed to have 
set hismiad ; but his colleague was very ob- 
stinate, and would not allow that trephining 
could be of any use toa dying man. Mr. 
Luorp entirely coneurred in opinion with 
Mr. Lawrence. Our Reporter, now ob- 
serving Mr. Lawrence leave the Ward, 
followed by anumber of Students, left the 
patient, concluding that common sense had 
prevailed, and that the idea of operating 
‘would be abandoned. He learned after- 
wards, to his great astonishment (but be 
swears that nothing of the cock-sparrow’s 
achieving shall ever astonish him again), 
that this poor dying fellow was actually 
trepanned ; he was not, however, surprised 
to find that the operation turned out per- 
feetly useless, and that the unfortunate pa- 
tient quietly escaped from the hands of his 
Surgeon, in just thirty-six hours after he had 
enjoyed the benefits of his sagacity and 
skill! ! Again, Little Harry, we say, Bravo, 
Bravo! Proceed thus, and thow wilt soon 
carve-out for thyself a reputation fit fora 
bat of the first magnitude : thou shalt no 
longer be a cock-sparrow, but a vampire ; the 
singalar’ vamrine Smithfield.” 
This single report, or, rather, the single 


MR. EARLE AND 


commentary on this report, be it remem- 


hered, is quoted by Mr. Earle ae proof, 
sound, solid, indisputable proof, that we 
have persecuted bim for years, “ with all 
the aspersions that maliguity and falsehood 
could invent.” The folly, or, indeed, the 
unparalleled stupidity of citing such an are. 
ticle as this, in proof of persecution and 
falsehood “ for years,”’ is calculated only to 
excite a smile, or induce pity for the miser- 
able understanding of the man who could 
thus cite it. One commentary is suf- 
ficient to show, to a mind like Mr, Earle’s, 
that he has been the victim of persecution 
and of falsebood for years; and one quota- 
tion, toa mind like Mr. Earle’s, is deemed 
sufficient to prove to the enlightened mem- 
bers of the medical profession, that for nearly. 
six years he has been the victim of unceas- - 
ing vituperation and misrepresentation in 
the pagesof this journal. To show the utter 
groundlessness of the accusation of false- 
hood and maliguity, it were enough to rest 
here; for if a man can quote but a single’ 
“report” to substantiate so atrocious a 
charge, the accused might look down 
upon his accuser with a smile of ineffable’ 
contempt; and for the falsehood and ma- . 
lignity of the accusation, he might appeal 
with confidence, nay, with a feeling of 
pride and exultation to those who for years 
have watched the undeviating rectitude of 
his public conduct. With feelings, there- 
fore, of indescribable satisfaction, we have 
reprinted the report and the commeuts, upon 
which our accuser has dared to found his 
charge of falsehood and malignity. Every 
word do we reinsert, do we triumphantly 
reinsert ; because there is not a man in the — 
profession, who is capable of discriminating 
between the extremes of right and wrong, 
who, after having attentively examined 
these extracts, will not at once decide in 
our favour. The charge of malignity and 
falsehood is founded upon the commen- 
tary. But is Mr. Earle so short-sighted 
as not to perceive that if the report of the - 
case be correct, the unjustifiable commen- — 


= 
snecess, saw this patient, witnessed 
consultations previous to operating, and 
5 quite astonished at finding that the useo 
the trephine was proposed in the case. H 
saw a patient sensible, breathing naturally 
| with pupils in the natural state, and free mo 
‘ tion of the iris, with convulsive twitchi 
of the right side of the body, rapid an 
feeble pulse; and he heard Mr. Earle de- 
clare that the man’s symptoms were those 
. of compression, and required the operation 
oftzepanaing! He found Mr. Vincent and 
| Mr, Stanley coinciding im this opinion! ! 
ii The inStriments were sent for; in the 
i 
| 
| 
| | 
| | 
1 
| 1 
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tary could only reflect disgrace upon our- 
- gelves? Does he deny the accuracy of the 
report. No. He knows well that he dare 
mot, and equally well does he know that he 
cannot prove either the fallacy or the malig- 
nity of the commentary. The criminality, in- 
deed, in this instance, amounts to this ; that 
on the propriety of applying the trephine in 
a case of injury to the head, our opinion coin- 
cided with that of Mr. Lawrence. It was 
Our opinion that the application of the tre- 
phine could be of no service to a dying man, 
and this seems to have been a source of un- 
appeasable hostily to the scientific Henry 
Earle. It is not a little curious, that in the 
report there is an error of the press in the 
Highest degree favourable to the operator ; 
but the appetite of conceit is insatiable. It 
is stated that there “‘ was effusion beneath 
the bone, and that the dura mater was 
found perfectly healthy.” Could not the 
man rest with this representation, or, rather 
misrepresentation, in his favour? It should 
have been stated that there was “ no effusion 
beneath the bone.” In his letter, Mr. Earle 
tells us that the trephine was applied, and 
that blood was found beneath the dara 
mater. Did Mr. Earle plunge a trocar into 
the dura mater, as he did into the unfor- 
tunate man’s gut, in order to acertain the 
nature of the foreign body? We apprehend 
not : for the skilful operator tells us that upon 
dissection, four ounces of blood were found 
effused upon the brain. This, however, is 
an incorrect statement ; there were not two 
ounces of blood found effused upon the brain. 
We still contend that, in a case where 
the patient had received a contused wound 
of the head on the morning of the 23d of 
January, there could be no hope of relief 
from the trephine on the afternoon of the 
26th, when there were convulsive pa- 
roxysms of the face and arm, when the 
pupils contracted freely on exposure to 
light, when respiration was neither difficult 
nor stertorous, when the pulse was nearly 


130 and sharp, and when the patient passed 


319 
bis feces involuntarily ; in such a case, we 
certainly should not attribute the symptoms 
to compression, neither should we believe 
that the application of the trephine would 
be attended with benefit! This is « point 
in practical surgery, upon which we differ 
from Mr. Earle, ‘ But,” says the operator, 
*« the slanders which you founded upon this 
report you dared to put into the mouth of 
your reporter, yet the whole was a gratui- 

tous fabrication of your own ;” and, further,’ 
“ Mr, Weekes, who was appointed house- 
surgeon by Mr. Lawrence, was the hired re+ 
porter at that time, with the sanction and” 
approbation of Mr. Lawrence. Mr. Weekes 

admitted, before nearly all the medical staff 
of the hospital, the treasurer and almoners, 
that he sent the report of the case as puh- 
lished at page 720, but most solemnly de- 

nied that he had uttered one syllable of the 
scandal which is put into his mouth, or ia 
any way sanctioned the malicious observes 

tions contained in your comments; nay, 
more, Mr. Weekes declared that he had re- 
monstrated with you for abusing his name; 
and uttering your slanders under the cloak 
of a reporter; to which your reply was, 
‘ that his conscience was tov tender.’” Mr. 
Weekes might, with great propriety, deny 

that he was the author of the statements 
contained in the remarks, because he was 
not the reporter by whom they were com-— 
municated to us. It could not of course’ 
enter into the sagacious noddle of Henry 
Earle, that we had more than one reporter 

at St. Bartholomew's Hospital; but if Mr. 
Earle will take the trouble to apply to Mr. - 
Weekes, he will learn that many of the’ 
articles from St. Bartholomew's, inserted’ 
while that gentleman reported for Tuz Lane 

cet, were not written by him. But the™ 
part which appears to have given the great~ © 
est offence to Mr. Earle, is that where the 
reporter is made to swear that “ nothing™ 
of the cock-sparrow's achieving shell éver” 
astonish him again.” Who can contend | 
against a man with such a heed? Mr, 


i 
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Earle states, that Mr. Weekes remon- 
strated with us for “ uttering slanders 
under his name,” and that our reply was, 
that “ his conscience was too tender.” We 
Say at once that this is false. Mr. Weekes 
did not remonstrate with us; he merely ex- 
pressed a wish that the “ reporter” should 
not be mentioned in connexion with any 
remarks upon the cases, as it might in- 
volve him in difficulties, and that he was 
particularly anxious not to mix himself up 
with medical politics; no such words as 
that “ his conscience was too tender,” 
were used by us to Mr, Weekes. 

The readers of Tus Laxcer must not 
forget that we are replying to certain accu- 
sations which have been brcught against us 
by Mr. Earle; and it must also be recol- 
lected, that after those accusations had been 
published, we called upon the author of 
them to show his proofs of their accuracy, 


These he has published, and of what do they |. 


consist? A string of assertions, so shallow 
and worthless, that they amount to a com- 
plete refutation of the allegations which 
they have been adduced to substantiate. 
The accuser, therefore, being without evi- 
dence, is out of court, and where he will 
find either credit or a resting-place, after 
the exposure he must receive, time alone 
must determine. In the abseuce of evidence 
to substantiate his charges, we might smile 
with contempt upon his malignity and base- 
ness, without uttering a single word in 
defence of our conduct. The assertions, 
however, which he has thought proper to 
publish as proofs of the veracity of his ac- 
eusations, shall be met by assertions cal- 
culated to overwhelm him with inex- 
pressible shame. In proof that we had 
made “ overtures and professions"’ he as- 
serts, first, that Mr. Fay hod repeatedly 
assured him, that we entertained a re- 
spect for him. Mr: Fay declares that we 
never authorised him to make any com- 
munication to Mr. Earle, and that we 
never expressed the slightest desire to 
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conciliate”’ or to make reparation.” 
Secondly, our accuser states, that Dr. Arm- 
strong assured him that we were quite 
satisfied with his public conduct. Scarcely 
had the maligner's ink dried upon the paper 
which contained his eccusation, ere that 
excellent physician informed him, thet 
he had no recollection whatever of having 
either heard or communicated any such 
words ; lastly, the accuser asserts, that our 
reporter, Mr. M‘Christie, informed him, 
about twelvemonths since, that we were de- 
sirous of making him some reparation. Mr, 
M‘Christie declares that no svch language 
was ever held by him! 

Here we shall take leave of our ies? 
reviler for the present, by assuring him, 
that the baseness of both himself and Mac- 
leod, shall be fully and adequately depicted 
before we finally quit the subject. 


A Practical Treatise on the Diseases of the 
Genitals of the Male, with a preliminary 
Essay on the History, Nuture, and Gene- 
ral Treatment of Lues Vinerea. By J.M. 
Tirtey, M.D. London. Cheap. 
side. 1829, 8vo. pp. 403. 

Mucu has been done, within the last twenty 

years, towards elucidating the history and pa- 

thology of venereal diseases, and it is now 
generally believed, that the greater num-_ 
ber of them were not first introduced — 
into Europe in the fifteenth century, but 
existed among the ancients; but it bas not 
hitherto been admitted, that they were ac-- 
quainted with the Hunterian chancre, which 
has been considered as characteristic of true 
syphilis, or the disease which first appeared — 
in Europe shortly after the discovery of the 
new world. Dr. Titley, however, who has, in 
his preliminary essay, collated the testimony » 
of the principal writers on the subject, with 

much judgment and acuteness, renders it . 

extremely probable, that all the forms of 

lues, including the Hunterian chancre, did 

exist in ancient times, and that the plague 

which broke out at the siege of Naples, was 
not the disease now denominated syphilis, 
but. Frambaesia Americana, with which the 
descriptions of the mew disease given by the _ 
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writers of that period agree much better 
than with any form of lues now known. 

Our limits will not allow us to notice all 
the arguments adduced by him in support 
of this opinion ; we will therefore only ob- 
serve, that it tends to remove the absurdi- 
ties and difficulties attending this loug-dis- 
puted question more than any other which 
has been hitherto brought forward. 

The classification of Ca:michael, the cor- 
rectness of which has certainly not been 
confirmed by the experience of the most 
accurate observers, our author very justly 
rejects altogether, and he even goes so far 
as to maintain, that ‘‘ neither lues vencrea, 


nor apy type of it, can be considered as a 


with those of the penis, and speaks first of, 
the ulcers induced by sexual intercourse, 
which he divides into six kinds—the clevat- 
ed, the superficial, the indurated, the callous ‘ 
the phagedseno-gangresous, and the slough- 
ing ulcer. The third of these is to be distin- 
guished from the fourth (the Hunterian 
chancre), by being on a Jeve) with the sur- 
rounding parts, and having a smooth un- 
broken margin ; and the sixth is not, strictly 
speaking, a particular kind of ulcer, since 
any sore on the penis may, by certain cir- 
cumstances, be brought into a sloughing 
state, The cescription of these ulcers and 
their treatment, which is very nearly the 


specific disease.” ‘Io many surgeons this S*me as that recommended by Carmichael, 
will, perhaps, appear a startling proposition, | occupies the first chapter > the second treats 
but when they consider that “ no form of Of buboes ; and the third, though the work | 


primary sore yet described is any thing 


more than a pattern arbitrarily selected from | 


is professedly on the diseases of the genitals 
ouly, comprehends the pathology and treat- 


an endless number and gradation of forms, }ment of “ secondary venereal affections,” 


so blended and confounded together that no 
two appearances can be delineated, between 
which experience dues not present sores 
with more or fewer of the characteristics of ; 
either, so that it is impossible to fix a limit 
where one species ends and another begins ;”’ 
that “* ulcers of one kind, often as they pro- 
ceed, vary in their aspect, so as to become 
distinctly referible to another kind ;” that 
the application of the same morbid secre- 
tion will produce in one individual chancre, 
in another simple ulcer, and in a third gonor- 
rboea; that the secorvary symptoms are still 
more ¥ariable than the primary, that very 
differenferuptions have been observed after 
ulcers of a similar character, aud the con- 
verse ; and that, lastly, every form and va- 
riety of the disease may be cured upon gene- 
ral principles, and without mercury; they 
will be probably inclined, if not to subscribe 
to the opinion in question, at least to admit 
that it is deserving of the most attentive 
consideration, 

Of the practical part of the work we can 
speak in terms of unqualified approbation ; 
the style is clear aud perspicuous ; there is 
not @ superfiuous sentence, and much iafor- 
mation is conveyed in a few words. 

‘In conformity with the priucijles above 
alluded to, the author does not attempt any 
artificial classification, but arranges the dis- 


egses which he treats of, under the heads of 


viz., the papular, pustular, tubercular, and , 
scaly eruptions, including ulcers of the 
throat, periostitis, and iritis, All these af- 
fections, according to the author, ought to 
be treated without mercury, except the . 
scaly eruption, where it may be given as an . 
alterutive ; he even states his belicf (which . 
we are inclined to think well-founded), that . 
periostitis is always owing to the improper 
use of this medicine, and never to venereal _ 
disease alone, and observes with regard to . 
iritis, 
« Reflecting on the many dreadful conse 
quences which result from the administra- . 
tion of mercury iu the treatment of venereal . 
disease, I cannot reconcile myself to the im. | 
moderate use of itin cases of iritis, coexistent - 
with what are designated secondary symp- 
toms of syphilis. I admit the power of | 
mereury in arresting acute membranous in- . 
flammation, and likewise in promoting the , 
absorption of effused lymph; but I am also 
aware that acute iritis may be successfully © 
treated by vigorous antiphlogistic means ; 
and that where it occurs im a chronic and ~ 
insidious form, local depletion ha¥ing been 
neglected, and the disease allowed to pro- 
ceed to effusion, this may be remedied with- 
out subjecting the constitution to urgent or 
extreme influence of mercury."—p. 140. 


Perhaps this is carrying the dread of mere 
eury a little too far, without assuming that 
it has any specific power in the cure of ve- 
nereal iritis; we think that such an active 
aod powerful remedy ought not to be dis- - 


|the organs affected, He therefore begins. : 
| 
| 
it 
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Passing over the fourth chapter, on dis- 
eases of the penis, not necessarily arising 
from sexual intercourse, which, though con- 

ing much useful information, offers 
nothing of particular interest, we come to 
the affections of the urethra, and, first, 
gonorrhea; this the author divides into 
simple and venereal ; the former, which de- 
pends on local irritation merely, is very 
briefly treated of ; but we find under it, an 
interesting case of arthritic gonorrhea, 
which was attended with considerable in- 
flammation, ardor urine, &c., and sud- 
denly disappeared after two days, on the 
accession of gout to the foot. In the treat- 
ment of the latter, the author strongly re- 


commends the soluble resin of copaiva pre- 


pared by Mr. Morson ; this, as well as the 
balsam itself, he thinks may be given with 
advantage earlier than it usually is; and 
observes, ‘‘ For my own part, I do not find 
any other remedy so powerful in subduing 
the inflammatory symptoms as this medi- 
cine, and I consider that the good effects 
resulting from its use are chiefly in propor- 
tion to the earliness of administration ; con- 
sequently, in ordinary cases of gonorrhea, 
after evacuating the bowels, 1 commence 
immediately with the copaiva. In the course 
of a few days, and generally within the 
week, the inflammation, ardor urine, and 
discharge, will have considerably abated, 
and sometimes altogether ceased; and, at 
this time, a slightly astringent injection 
may be used with great advantage for com- 
pleting the cure.” —p. 198. 

We fully agree with Dr, Titley in reject- 
ing the use of cubeb, but rather from hav- 
ing almost always found it inert, than from 
the fear of its inducing swelled testicle, 
irritable bladder, or paralysis, 

In severe cases of gonorrhea, attended 
with very painful chordee, the author has 
seen much benefit produced by calomel and 
opium, ‘‘ given about two hours before the 
period of the usual recurrence of the pa- 
roxyems,’’ Equal benefit has been derived, 
under similar circumstances, from the ace- 
tate of lead; a case illustrative of this is 
given, but the dose of the medicine is not 
specified. 

The observations on stricture of the 
urethra, which is treated of at some length, 


are very judicious, but need hardly be mo-" 
ticed here; in those cases where a cure 
cannot be effected with bougie alone 


and the instrument receatly invented by 
Mr. Stafford, he very justly objects, observ- 
ing, with respect to the latter, . 
“‘ Hemorrhage and inflammation are not, 
in my opinion, the only circumstances to be 
dreaded; there is great risk of making a’ 
false passage when the stricture is imper- 
meable, and where a pointed cutting in- 
strument is thrust blindly on through a part 
rendered tortuous and irregular from long- 
standing di uently where ana- 
tomical knowledge is ot no avail. It is to 
me utterly incomprehensible, how the in- 
strument in question can be supposed to 
effect the division of a stricture. If we take, 
for example, a case in which the whole cir- 
cumference of the canal is contin 
narrowed to some extent from a general 
thickening of the lining membrane, or 8 
case where the obstruction is confined to the | 
lower part of the canal, beneath which a de- 
posit has taken place—how can the stricture _ 
be divided in either case by an instrument 
cutting on each side? That, in some cases, ’ 
ulceration and consequent destruction of the © 
stricture may result from wounding the dis-. 
eased part, J am disposed to admit; and the — 
presence of the catheter favours this pro-— 
cess; but the nitrate of silver effects the 
same object with more certainty and fer less 
danger. The operation now attempted to 
be revived was practised at a public bos-. 
| pital in this metropolis, by a surgeon of the 
highest eminence, and with instruments 
similar to those recommended by Mr, 
Stafford, and the practice was abandoned 
from the evil consequences which ensued,” 
Among the diseases of the scrotum, a very 
singular anomalous affection is described, 
which occurred in the island of Antigua, ina 
gentleman 35 years of age, who, when in the 
enjoyment of perfect health, was suddenly 
attacked with violent pain in the region of 
the kidney, high fever, vomiting, and purg- - 
ing, and, shortly afterwards, with swelling of 
the scrotum to thesize of a child's head. The 
primary disease was very quickly subdued, . 
and the tumour of the scrotum considerably 
reduced by lotions; but, on an incision 
being made tolet out the remaining fluid, 
“there was a large and continued stream of 
a fluid that resembled equal parts of blood’ 
and milk, intimately mixed,” amounting to 
upwards of three pints. For twelve days 
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Dr. Titley recommends the employment of 
|the nitrate of silver in preference to any 
other means. ‘To the use of caustic potass, 
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the wound made by the lancet was dressed 
twice a day, and at each dressing more than 
a pint of a similar fluid was discharged ; at 
theend of that time the dressings being kept 
on for twenty-four bours, the wound was 
closed, and no further discharge took place. 
It is remarkable, that the general health and 
strength of the patient did not seem to be in 
the least affected by this extraordinary 
evacuation. 

Under the head of elephantiasis of the 
scrotum, isa case which has been already 
deseribed in the sixth volume of the Medico- 
chirurgical Transactions, and in which the 
tumour weighing 70 pounds was removed, 
in the island of St. Christopher's, by the 
author, who states, that he has performed 
a similar operation five times successfully. 
None of these operations were so complete 
as that of Delpech described at page 259 of 
the present volume of Tus Lancer, the tes- 
ticles not having been dissected out, but re- 
moved with the diseased mass. In two of 
them, however, it is stated, that these organs 
were morbidly enlarged. 

The remainder of the work is occupied by 
the diseases of the spermatic chord and tes- 
ticle, of which we shall only notice “* neural- 
gia of the testicle,” a most distressing and 
painful disease, which has hitherto been de- 
scribed by one writer only, Dr. Macculloch, 
from whose work on intermittent diseases 
the two cases here given are extracted. In 
one of these, the painful organ,which was per- 
feetly sound, was removed, under the suppo- 
sition of its being affected with scirrhus, and 
the pain returned in the spermatic chord ; in 
the other, after excessive suffering, a cure 
was at last effected by the use of arsenic. 


The Companion to Post-Mortem E.xamma- 
tions, being a condensed Description of all 
the Morbid observed on Dis- 
section, London. 1829. 12mo. pp. 24. 
Lithog. Plates. 

Mosr of the works on morbid anatomy, es- 

pecially those illustrated by engravings, are 

either too expensive or too voluminous for 
consultation at a post-mortem inspection. 

“It is the object of this little work to obviate 

this inconvenience, by enabling the practi- 

tioner to consult the descriptions of the best 


formation which the pencil only can convey.”” 
The drawings we are informed are all taken 
from actual preparations, and illustrative of 
the text of the best writers on the subject, a 
list of nearly a hundred of whom is given. 
The plan therefore is certainly good, but 
we cannot say the same of the execution. 
We do not think it possible to convey a cor- 
rect idea of the morbid changes of the brain 
in a description of ten pages, or by reduced 
uncoloured figures ; moreover, although the 
latter appear to be not inaccurately drawn, 
the former is by no means concise, contains 
several errors and misstatements, and omits 
some important alterations, as the circum- 
scribed inflammatory redness, the encysted 
abcess, the apoplectic cell, &c. Although 
therefore the plates wil! perhaps recommend 


our opinion that it is far from fulfilling the 
object stated in the preface. 


A Treatise on Neuralgic Diseases, depend- 
ent on Irritation of the Spinal Marrow, 
and the Ganglia of the Sympathetic 
Nerve. By T. P. Teare, Senior Surgeon 
to the Leeds Dispensary, &c. London, 
Highley. 1829, 8vo. pp. 120. 


Attnoves the researches of Bell, Ma- 
gendie, Lobstein, and several other modern 
writers, have thrown considerable light on 
the physiology and pathology of the nervous 
system, these, more especially the latter, 
have been hitherto enveloped in much ob- 
scurity, and the terms nervous irritation, 
neuralgia, and even hysteria and angina, 
have served only to veil ourignorance of the 
real nature of those morbid conditions to 
which they have been applied. It is there- 
fore with much pleasure that we hail the 
appearance of a work wiich promises to 
remove many of the difficulties which have 
hitherto attended the diagnosis and treat- 
ment of a numerous class of diseases, not 
less perplexing to the practitioner than dis- 
tressing to the patient. 

In the year 1821, a paper was published 
in the Quarterly Journal of Science, by Mr. 
Player, on irritation of the spinal nerves ; 
in the beginning of 1828, there appeared 
an essay, by Dr. Brown, of Glasgow, on the 


authorities on the spot, and to afford that in- 


same subject ; and the Midland Medical and 


the work to the student, we must give it as’ 


| | 
| 
| 
| 
|| 


es 


324 
Surgical Reporter, of May, 1829, contained 


observations by Dr. Darwall, on “ some 
forms of cerebral and spinal irritation.” All 
these writers point out, more or less dis- 
tinctly, the spinal chord as the seat of disease 
in ce;tain nervous affections; aud state, that 
under such circumstances pain will be pro- 
duced on pressing the vertebra or vertebra, 
near which the afiected nerves arise. These 
papers howeve: seem to bave attracted but 
little attention® and it is stated by Mr. Teale, 
that the first of them was not known to him, 
till some time after he had, by his own ob- 
servations and reflections, discovered that 
various neura’gic diseases were connected 
with au ioflamed or irritable state of certain 
portions of the spinal chord; and had iu 
many cases treated the successfully by 
topical applications to the tender part of the 
Spine. 


The work before us is illustrative of this 


view of neuralgic diseases, and of their | 


treatment upon the principles to which we 
Lave just alluded. It may be perhaps ne- 
cessary to state, that the term neuralgia is 
not confined by the author to a paiuful 
affection only of the nerves, but is extended 
to various disturbances of their functions 
not amounting to paralysis. 


The diseases of the cerebral nerves he 
does not profess to notice, and therefore 
begins with “ Irritation of the spinal mar- 
row,” to which he refers those vague and 
dgrting pains often considered as rheumatic, 
fixed pains either in the extremities, (espe- 
cially about the shoulders) on the back of 
the head or in the trunk, irritable mamme, 
pleurodynia, constriction across the epigas- 
trium, weukness and ciamps, particularly of 
the wrists and fingers, &c. lu these com- 
plaints, as we have already observed, he has 
almost invariably found tenderness of the 
vertebra, through which the nerves sup- 
plying the affected paris pass out. This 
tenderness, he observes, is by no means 
** necessarily connected with any deformity 
of the spine or disease of the vertebrx,” and 
when it occurs with the former may be com- 
pletely relieved, though the curvature re- 
mains unaltered. 


‘The treatment of these cffections is, there- 
fore, necessarily very simple, and will be 
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which we shall endeavour fo give 8 concise 
abridgment. 

Caset. Neuralgia of the Scalp.” — 
M.L., wtat. 26, after having been exposed 
to wet and cold, affected with general indis- 
position and languor, stiffuess of the neck 
and pain at the back of the head ; tenderness 
on pressing the atlas, but not im any other 
vertebra. By a siny!e application of leeches 


shortly afterwards disappeared. 

Case 4. “ Neuralgia of the Upper 
Extremities and Thorax,” —Mrs. B., et. 53, 
complained of aching pains, with soreness, 
jeramps, pricking, &e. of arms, shooting 
| pain hetween the shoulders, iu the neck, 
thoracic muscles, &c. The complaint had 
been treated as rheumatic, but without be- 
nefit. Tenderness was found at the two 
lower cervical, and six upper dorsal verte- 
bree, and leeches, and afterwards a. blister 
were applied over them. ‘The blister pro- 
duced much irritation and fever; but as this 
subsided, the pains also diminished, and in 
ucueteen days she was perfectly well. A 


}year afterwards she bad a similar, but 
|slighter attack, which was relieved in the 
| same manner. 


Cass 5. ‘* Neuralgia of the Mamma.” 
The mother of a large family, ewtat. 53, 
had suffered for seven years from pain of the 
left breast; it was excessively sensitive, 
somewhat enlarged and indurated, and the 
skin over it was in some places thickened, 
Various remedies had been employed, withe 
out any permanent benefit. She had been 
for a short time subject to pain of scalp, 
vertigo, and flatulence, which induced the 
author to examine the spine; he found ten- 
derness at the second and seveuth cervical, 
and two upper dorsal vertebrae. The use of 


the head, and, by their frequent rep etition 
and the occasional employment of blisters 
aod sinapisms, the pain, swelling, and indu- 
ration of the breast, completely disappeared 
after a few months, 

In a case of neuralgia of the knee in a girl 
of eighteen, the pain, swelling, and tender- 
ness of the joint, which had resisted local 
treatment, were removed by two blisters to 


siderable tenderness on pressure. 
These cases, which require no comment 


best illustrated by the cases, of some of 


over it, the pain and tenderness were spee-, 
dily removed, and the other symptoms 


leeches there, soon removed the affection of 


the lumbar vertebra, where there was con- 


from us, will probably he sufficient to show — 
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the author's opinions and practice, and we |on flatulence produced not by the fermey- 


therefore pass on to “ Irritation of the gan- | tation of ill-digested aliment, but by ac- 

glia of the sympathetic.” When these | tual secretion, and therefore not occasional 

organs alone are affected, it will hardly be | but constant ; indigestion, pain, pyrosis, 

possible to form a correct diagnosis of the epigastric pulsation and constriction, and 

various and complicated disorders to which | Soreness along the edges of the ribs, are of 

they give rise; avd several cases are related | frequent but less constant occurrence. Both 

in Lebsteia’s work, of excessive and fata! | these diseases are illustrated by several in- 

disturbance of the digestive organs, and teresting cases, in each of which there was 

especially the stomach, from inflammation | tenderness of particular vertebre, and coms 

of the semilunar ganglia, which was scarcely | P!ete removal of the symptoms by leeches, 

suspected during the patient's life. Mr. | cupping and blisters to the spine, someé- 
Teale, however, bas observed, that in most times combined with internal remedies, as 

cases there is, at the same time, irritation or | tonies, prussic acid, Xc.. Angina pectoris 

inflammation of those parts of the spinal which the author does not consider to be 

chord. with which the affected ganglia are always an affection of the heart, is treated 
more, particularly connected, and, conse- /of separately, and we cannot do better here 
quently, tenderness of the vertebrx ; so that then give the observations which he makes, 
the ganglionic affection may generally be after reviewing the different opinions en- 

detected and relieved. The disorder which ‘¢Ttained by the principal writers on the 

they produce, may affect any of the thoracic S¥DJect ; 

or abdominal viscera, but the functions of | “ On referring to the various cases of an+ 

the heart end stomach appear in most cases gina pectoris which have been recorded, we 
tobe particularly disturbed ; and the author's find that the disease, in its simplest form, 


observations are nearly confined to “‘ neu- consists in the affection of the lower dorsal 
As the heart and stomach are supplied gastrium ; to this is most frequently added 
with nerves as well by the pneumogastric ay affection of the corresponding thoracic 
as the sympathetic, it might be supposed | ganglia of the sympathetic, from which the 
that both their functions and their sensibility | are 
4 Mi : | ducing distention, flatulence, and pain in the 
the bot | stomach frequently there also exists an 
ax | affection of the cervical portion of the spinal 

ference to the former, that the experiments | marrow, causing the pains, and other morbid 
of Le Gallois, W. Philip, aud other writers, sensations, in the neck, breast, and upper 
have ptoved that both circulation and di- | extremities, particularly on the left side, and 


> |perbaps, occasionally, dyspnea from im- 
an paired action of the diaphragm ; and not un- 


both of the brain and spinal chord; and 
: | frequently there exists a similar affection of 
to the latter, Mr. Bell has sufficiently | ihe’ pen ganglia of the sympathetic, 
proved, that the pneumogastric is not a) producing, in addition to the former symp- 
nerve of sensation, so that it cannot be the | !oms, palpitations and painful affections of 
seat of neuralgia, which must therefore in | the heart and luogs. : ‘ 
thitctlih Gk vafecsed to the branches of the | This inflammatory affection of certain 
portions of the gauglionic system, and of the 


ar ee &, 


sympathetic. Indeed in neuralgic affections, 
as well as in organic disease of the heart, 
the accompanying nervous symptoms, (in- 
dependently of the tenderness of the cervical 
vertebre,) as pain in the neck, down the 
arm, &c. are such as may very well be re- 
ferred to the cervical ganglia, but certainly 
not. to the pneumogastrié nerves or their 
origin.“ 

It is scarcely necessary to detail the well- 
known symptoms of nervous disease of the 
heart; among those of “‘ neuralgia of the 


spinal marrow, is not unfrequently accom- 
panied by various organic diseases of the 
heart itself, as ossification of the coronary 
arteries, of the valves, or of the aorta; 
softening, hypertrophy, or dilatation; pro- 
ducing, in addition to the symptoms pecu- 
liar to disease of the ganglia and spinal 
marrow, additional symptoms, peculiar to 
disease of the heart itse!f, as the more se- 
vere forms of palpitations, intermittent pul- 
Sations, obstructed circulation, and conse- 
quent lividity, anasarca, &c. From this 
combination we may easily comprehend why 
these affections so often prove suddenly 


stomach,” the autbor lays. particular stress | fatal, and why organic diseases of the Leart 
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so generally, — not , 
found on the dissection those subjects who, 
have died of angina, since the disease sel- | 
dom proves fatal, unless accompanied with 
some organic disease of the heart, It is! 
also ible, and even probable, that the) 
disordered state of the nerves of the heart, 
from an affecticn of the cervical ganglia, | 
may predispose to the organic changes in 
that organ which have been so frequently | 
observed.” —p. 105. 

Three cases are given of this disease, in 
all of which there was tenderness of some of 
the cervical or dorsal vertebra, and great, 
relief afforded by topical applications to! 
them. 

As these diseases rarely prove fatal, it| 


’ jis seldom that an opportunity is afforded of 


examining into the condition of the spinal 
chord and ganglia ; it is however probable, | 
that except in cases of great severity and | 
long duration, there is no change of struc- | 
ture or appearance which would be cog-| 
nizable after death; and we think that the’ 
opinions of the author, though unsupported | 


by any facts drawn from post-mortem ex-| . 


aminations, are sufficiently well founded to | 
entitle them to the fullest attention of the 


profession, 


An Inquiry into the Nature of Parasitic 
Tumours in general, and particularly 
those called Medullary Sarcoma, and 
Fungus Hematodes. From the German 
of T. J. Meven, M.D. T.M. Leckie, 
Dublin, 1829. 


Ws are not always guided in the choice of 
a subject by its glare, or we might easily 
have selected a book of higher pretensions 
than this anonymous translation of a small 
German tract. Other, however, and scarcely 
less important allurements than those of a 
title-page, or even the intrinsic value of the 
contents, sometimes weigh with us in the 
selection of works for periodical criticism ; 
and there are few works we are more dis- 
posed to encourage, than first attempts to 
extend the boundaries of science, or to en- 
rich its records by translation. The first 
fruits of industry are not to be contemned 
for their parvitude. We would rather have 
the agreeable duty of pointing them out as) 
prophetic of a more abundant harvest, as 
the minutest particles sometimes indicate 
the presence of the richest veins of gold. 


} 


lation as oue of the most necessary and va« 


The little publication at the head of our 
remarks, appears to us to be pregnant with 
promise, and is a proof that the spirit of 
talented enterprise is in operation in # Te 
gion in which it was certainly much want- 
ing. It is, we believe, the production of a 
student and a native of Dublin, who might 
not, on either of these accounts, have de- 
clined acknowledging the paternity of his 
labours; every person at all acquainted 
with the state of medical literature in Ire- 
land, will hail the appearance of a German 
translation by a pupil of the Dublin school, 
as an omen of a revolution in the medical 
affairs of that country. A few years back, 
indeed, there was scarcely an individual 
belonging to the medical profession in Ire- 
land, to whom the treasures of German lite- 
rature were not a sealed volume, and who, in 
fact, was not dependant for whatever know- 
ledge he possessed of the improver, 
by our German brethren, 
lations, or indebted tog 
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the medical policies of the c= 
raise it to a Jevel in all, as it even now is 
superior in some of the medical sciences, to 
the sister countries. Men no longer imagine 
there, that the old was the only way in which 
learning and celebrity were to be aequired ; 
or that these are confined to those institu- 
tions which they were taught to believe in- 
capable of further improvement. Foreign 
languages are cultivated, tours for profes- 
sional purposes are continually making by 
the youths of that city, and a new race of 
teaders, writers, and teachers, is arising 
out of this revolution, J 
To confine ourselves to the case before 
us, without entering into, or drawing com- 
parisons between, the various pursuits which 
this change must produce, we look on trans- 
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f our luable services which any of the characters 
: with emanating from this revolution could exe- 


rit of cute. For, independent of the value of the 
are information which they diffuse, there is 
want- much reason to expect that he who excels 
ofa in this department of literature, will excel 
might in others, as he is unquestionably treading 
e de- the most certain path to original composi- 


of his tion. We cannot, therefore, better conclude 
inted this passing notice, than by recommending 
n Ire~ to the author of this translation, a persever- 
erm an ance in the duty upon which he has entered, 


chool, and for which, from the present specimen, 
edical we are confident he must be eminently qua- 
back, lified. - 
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GUY’S HOSPITAL. 


TUMOUR OF THE FACE. 


¥ years of age, situated at the right 
® face, over the inferior maxillary 
tear the masseter muscle. The 
‘as performed in the following 
semi-elliptical incisions were 
vencing near the zygomatic pro- 
aried downward to the base of 
uw, meeting superiorly and infe- 
including the diseased parts, and 
cting the common integu- 
&s to form a kind of flap; during this 
-he operation, there was considerable 
athage from a small artery, the opera- 
chen dissected downwards, exposing the 
gone, and cutting through part of the bucci- 
Rator muscle into the mouth. Hey’s saw 
was then used to separate the portion of boue 
to which the disease was attached, and 
which was about an inch and a half in length. 
Five or six vessels were then secured, and 
the parts brought together by means of 
sutures, over which were placed a pad of lint 
and strapping. The operation lasted rather 


eve in- more than half an hour, and appeared to excite 

Foreign considerable interest. A man was placed 
selte- at the door of the theatre, to prevent any 

P person entering without a ticket. 

‘ing by There were a great many visitors, lec- 

race of turers, and operators, to obstruct the sight 


of 

mad the steward, were much annoyed 
before by their presence. 

Immediately after the patient was re- 


the perils, who, after all the arrangement 
e by 


— moved, the door of the ward, in which he 
s which was placed, was shut, and no one allowed to 
n trans- eater, 

and va- 


DISCHARGE FROM THE UMBILICUS. 


Thomas Daly, admitted Sept. 9, 1829, 
under the care of Mr. B. Cooper, with a dis- 
charge from the umbilicus. He stated that 
it first made its appearance in the month of 
August, 1828. For some time previous his 
bowels had been confined, and he experi- 
enced a kind of shooting pain over the ab- 
domen, but more especially over the umbili- 
cal region, and shortly after the discharge 
appeared, and was of a thin watery charac- 
ter ; continuing to increase, becoming puru- 
lent, he applied for advice, and received 
mild aperient medicines, but without much 
apparent relief. Soon after taking fluids, 
the discharge was copious, and at times 
very offensive, having a feoulent odour. 
Coloured fluids have been exhibited, with a 
view to ascertain if the discharge proceeds 
from the intestines ; they have appeared in 
ten or fifteen minutes, very little altered, ex- 
in quantity. 

e continued with very little alteration 
up to the time he applied at this hospital, 
When admitted, his bowels were confined, 
and he complained of the same shooting 
pains over the abdomen, and of weakness; 
pulse 65, and regular. Ordered 


Julep. ammon., 3iss. c. pulv, thei. comp, 
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15. No alteration in the character of the 
fluid, which is very offensive ; bowels open. 
Continue medicine. 

18. Complains of pain round the umbili- 
cus, especially on pressure ; discharge un- 
diminished in quantity, but less offensive. 
A linseed-meal poultice to be applied over 
the part, and continue medicine. 

25. Cannot rest well at night ; pulse 60, 
and weak; abdomen not so painful; dis- 
charge rather increased. Let him have 
opium and calomel, of each a grain every 
night. Continue the other medicine. 

Oct. 2, Symptoms nearly the same as on 

the 25th ult. Bowels not open. 
a dose of castor oil; discharge ciminishing, 
and not offensive; rests better at might ; 
bowels open. Continue medicine, with col- 
chicum and opium. 

16. Abdomen rather enlarged, but not 
painful; discharge much lessened in quan- 
tity, more now of a healthy purulent charace 
ter. A pint of porter daily. 

23. Much improved in appearance, and 
within the last few days has had scarcely 
any discharge from the umbilicus; bowels 
open, and sleeps pretty well at night. Con- 
tinue calomel and opium, 

30. Has not had any discharge to-day, 
and is,in every respect, better. 

Nov. 3. There has been no discharge 
since last report ; has taken a dose of castor 
oil to relieve his bowels. 


10, Has not bad any discharge till to-day, 
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&re 80 generally, 
found on the dissection 
have died of angina, since the disease sel- 
dom proves fatal, unless accompanied with 
some organic disease of the heart, It is 
also ible, and even probable, that the 
disordered state of the nerves of the heart, 
from an affection of the cervical ganglia, 
may predispose to the organic changes in 
that organ which have been so frequently 
observed.” —p. 105. 

Three cases are given of this disease, in 
all of which there was tenderness of some of 
the cervical or dorsal vertebra, and great 
relief efforded by topical applications to 
them. 

As these diseases rarely prove fatal, it 

* gs seldom that an opportunity is afforded of 
examining into the condition of the spinal 
ganglia ; itis however probable, 

that except in cases of great severity and 
long duration, there is no change of struc- 
ture or appearance which would be cog- 
nizable after death; and we think that the 
opinions of the author, though unsupported 
by any facts drawn from post-mortem ex- 
‘aminations, are sufficiently well founded to 
entitle them to the fullest attention of the 


profession, 


An Inquiry into the Nature of Parasitic 
Tumours in general, and particularly 
those called Medullary Sarcoma, and 
Fungus Hematodes. From the German 
of T. J. Maver, M.D. T.M. Leckie, 
Dublin, 1829. 

‘We are not always guided in the choice of 
@ subject by its glare, or we might easily 
shave selected a book of higher pretensions 
‘than this anonymous translation of a small 
German tract. Other, however, and scarcely 
less important allurements than those of a 
title-page, or even the intrinsic value of the 
contents, sometimes weigh with us in the 
selection of works for periodical criticism ; 
and there are few works we are more dis- 
posed to encourage, than first attempts to 
extend the boundaries of science, or to en- 
rich its records by wanslation. The first 
fruits of industry are not to be contemned 
for their parvitude. We would rather have 
‘the agreeable duty of pointing them out as 
prophetic of a more abundant harvest, as 
the minutest particles sometimes indicate 
the presence of the richest veins of gold. 


MEYEN ON TUMOURS. 


not universally, | 
those subjects who 


The little publication at the bead of our 
remarks, appeers to us to be pregnant with 


| promise, and is proof that the spirit-of 
| talented enterprise is in operation in # Te 
‘gion in which it was certainly much want- 


ing. It is, we believe, the production of 
student and a native of Dublin, who might 
not, on either of these accounts, have de- 
clined acknowledging the paternity of his 
labours; every person at all acquainted 
with the state of medical literature in Ire~ 
‘land, will hail the eppearance of a German 
translation by a pupil of the Dablin school, 
as an omen of a revolution in the medical 
affairs of that country. A few years’ back, 
indeed, there was scarcely an individual 
“belonging to the medical profession in Ire~ 
‘land, to whom the treasures of German lite- 
rature were not a sealed volume, and who, in 
fact, was not dependant for whatever know- 


lations, or indebted to occasional glimpses 
| obtained through the murky and partial 
vistas of the old English reviews. A mew 
and a better era we know is aboat to 
dawn on the literature of that country, 
which may be readily traced to the recent 
revolutions in itsschools. With the expan- 
sion of their systems of education, the genius 
of the country has extended the sphere of its 
exertion, and embarked in speculations in 
literature and science. A spirit of inquiry, 
of enterprise, and of rivalry, hes arisen 
there, which must eventually overturn what- 
ever remnants of illiberality still exist in 
the medical policies of the country, and 
raise it to a Jevel in all, as iteven now is 
superier in some of the medical sciences, to 
the sister countries. Men no longer imagine 
there, that the old was the only way in which 
learning and celebrity were to be aequired ; 
or that these are confined to those institu- 
tions which they were taught to believe in- 
capable of further improvement. Foreign 
languages are cultivated, tours for profes- 
sional purposes are continually making by 
the youths of that city, and a new race of 
readers, writers, and teachers, is arising 
out of this revolution, 
To confine ourselves to the case before 
us, without entering into, or drawing com- 
parisons between, the various pursuits which 
this change must produce, we look on trans- 
lation as oue of the most necessary and va« 
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luable services which any of the characters 
emanating from this revolution could exe- 
eute. For, independent of the value of the 
information which they diffuse, there is 
‘euch reason to expect that he who excels 
in this department of literature, will excel 
in others, as he is unquestionably treading 
the most certain path to original composi- 
tion. We cannot, therefore, better conclude 
this passing notice, than by recommending 
to the author of this translation, a persever- 
ance in the duty upon which he has entered, 
and for which, from the present specimen 
‘we are confident he must be eminent!y qua- 
lified. 


GUY'S HOSPITAL. 


TUMOUR OF THE FACE. 
- On Tuesday, Nov. 17, Mr. Morgan re- 
moved c mali tumour from a patient, a 
man sixty years of age, situated at the right 
side of the face, over the inferior maxillary 
bone, and near the masseter muscle. The 
Operation was performied in the following 
‘manner: the semi-elliptical incisions were 
made, commencing near the zygomatic pro- 
cess, and carried downward to the base of 
the lower jaw, meeting superiorly and infe- 
parts, and 
then dissecting under the common integu- 
ments, so as to a kind of flap; during this 
of the operation, there was considerable 
| te a from a small artery, the opera- 
then dissected downwards, exposing the 
¢, and cutting through part of the bucci- 
Rator muscle into the mouth. Hey’s saw 
‘was then used to separate the portion of bone 
to which the disease was attached, and 
which was about an inch and a half in length. 
or six vessels were and 
parts brought together by means of 
‘sutures, over which were placed a pad of lint 
and strapping. The operation lasted rather 
more than half an hour, and appeared to excite 
considerable interest. A man was placed 
at the door of the theatre, to prevent any 
person entering without a ticket. 

There were a great many visitors, lec- 
turers, and operators, to obstruct the sight 
of the prits, who, after atl the arrangement 

e by the steward, were much annoyed 
“alter the patient 
mmediatel i was re- 
moved, the door of the ward, in which he 
was placed, was shut, and no one allowed to 
eater, 


DISCHARGE FROM THE UMDBILICUS. 


Thomas Daly, sdmitted Sept. 9, 1829, 
under the care of Mr. B. Cooper, with a dis- 
charge from the umbilicus. He stated that 
it first made its appearance in the month of 
August, 1828. For some his 
bowels had been confined, and he experi- 
enced a kind of shooting pain over the ab- 
domen, but more especially over the umbili- 
cal region, and shortly a the discharge 


appeared, and was of a thin watery charac- 


ter; continuing to increase, becoming puru- 
lent, he applied for advice, and received 
mild aperient medicines, but without much 
apparent relief. Soon after taking fluids, 
the discharge was copious, and at times 
very offensive, having a feoulent odour. 
Coloured fluids have been exhibited, with a 
view to ascertain if the discharge proceeds 
from the intestines ; they have d in 
ten or fifteen minutes, very liatle 
ce pting in quantity. 

e continued with little alteration 
up to the time be ied at this hospital, 
When admitted, his bowels were confined, 
and he complained of the same shooting 
pains over the abdomen, and of weakness; 
pulse 65, and regular, Ordered 


Julep. ammon., 3iss. c. pulv. rhei. comp, 
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15. No alteration in the character of the 
fluid, which is very offensive ; bowels open. 
Continue medicine. 

18. Complains of pain round the umbili- 
cus, especially on pressure ; discharge un- 
diminished in quantity, but less offensive. 
A linseed-meal poultice to be applied over 
the part, and continue medicine. 

25. Cannot rest well at night —_ 60, 
and weak; abdomen not so painful; dis- 
charge rather increased. Let him have 
opium and calomel, of each a grain every 
night. Continue the other medicine. 

Oct. 2, Symptoms nearly the same as on 
the 25th ult. Bowels not open. Ordered 
a dose of castor oil; discharge ciminishing, 
and not offensive; rests better at might; 
bowels open. Continue medicine, with col- 
chicum and opium. 

16. Abdomen rather enlarged, but not 
painful; discharge much lessened in guan- 
tity, more now of a healthy purulent charac- 
ter. A pint of porter daily. 

23. Much improved in appearance, and 
within the last few days has had 
any discharge from the umbilicus; bo 
open, and sleeps pretty well at night, Con- 
tinue calomel an 

30. Has not had any discharge to-day, 
and is,in every respect, better. 

Nov. 3. There has been no discharge 
since last report ; has taken a dose of castor 
oil to relieve his bowels. 

10. Has not had any discharge till to-day, 
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and now very little, which he ascribes to his 
dowels not being regular. The Surgeon 
ordered occasional doses of the oil, and up 
to the present time, Nov. 17, there has been 
no distharze of any consequence. 
This is supposed to be a case of chronic” 
inflammation of (ie mucous membrane of| 
the smnall intestines, extending to the serous, | 
‘producing ulceration and ive to the 
parietes of the abdomen. ' 


ESSEX AND COLCHESTER 
HOSPITAL, 


LIrnoToMmY, 
.. Ow Friday, October 2nd, the operation of 
dJithotomy was performed by Mr. Partridge, 
“ gu the presence of a numerous assemblage of 
Spectators, The subject, J. Justance, a mus- 
gular man of healthy appearance, 72 years of 
age, being placed upon the table, and bound | 
in the usuél manner, the staff was ivtro- 
duced, aud the existence of a stone clearly | 
ascertained. The operator commenced by | 
making a free incision, which at once reached | 
Ahe staff; on running the common gorget 
along the groove into the bladder, it met with | 
considerable resistance at the prostate, in con- | 
“sequence of that gland being indurated and 
enlarged. But little urine was contained in 
‘the bladder, and that readily escaped when 
the gorget entered. The straight forceps 
Were then passed and withdrawn without ex- 
tracting any stone ; but on the introduction of 
‘a curved pair a calculus was readil gresped 
and extracted. After four minutes he elaps- 
‘ed, three other caleuli were removed, each 
weighing abont balf a drachm, and being 
about the size of a flattened nut kernel. The 
Ddladder was subsequently washed out by 
‘means of a common clyster syringe, and the 
patient removed to bed. The operation 
completed, in & very scientific mauner, in 
twelve minutes. 


LITHOTOMY.—SIAMESE TWINS. 


THE SIAMESE YOUTHS. 

Two boys, twins, united to each other by 
a mutual prolongation and union of the care 
tilages which terminate the breast bones, 
hove been brought to this country from 
Siam for the purpose of exhibition. As 
there are few peculiarities,either of structure 
or babit, which there have yet been sufficient 
opportunities of observing, that have not 
already been made public by the daily press, 
we refrain frow giving at present any.de- 


scription of this accident of nature. .We 
may observe, however, that although these 
individuals possess qualities of a very in- 
teresting character, they are rather objects 
of wonder to the eye than to the mind, and 
are certainly more rare than Curious, , 


MEDICAL BENEFIT SOCIETY OF LONDON. ~ 


To the Editor of Tux Laxcer. 
Stn,—Permit me, through your medium, 
to call a preliminary meeting of the friends 
to the formation of a Medical Benefit So- 
ciety, on Thursday evening, December 3rd, 
1829, at my Lecture-room, at 8 o'clock 
cisely, to take into consideration the 
means of forming the said institution, I 
remain, Sis, your obedient servant, 
H. W. Dewavarsr. Surgeon, 
Lecturer on Veterinary and 
Comparative Anatomy. 
22, Queen Street, Golden Square. 
24th Nov, 1829. 


BOOK FOR REVIEW. 
Evements of Practical Chemistry, com- 
prising a Series of Experiments in ev 
Department of Chemistry, with Directions 
for performing them, and for the preparation 
and application of the most important Tests 
and Ke-agents. By Davin 


+ Oet. 3. Very little constitutional disturb- Conductor of the Classes of Practical Che- 
ance ; pulse steady, between 60 and 70;|mistry in the University of Edinburgh, 
‘tongue dry ; no pain or tenderness of abdo-| Experimental Assistant to Professor Hope, 
;- urine flowing freely through the /&e. Edinburgh: Mlaclachan and Stewart. 


wound ; no evacuation from the bowels ; 
‘complained of flatalence of stomach. 

Habt. ammon. subcarb. gr. +. mist. 
camph. %is3. p. n. 

4. Going on well. Bowels not having been 
moved, an enema of common gruel, 
which answered the purpose ; to be repeated 
occasionally ; urihe passed in part by the 
natural passage. 

5. Urine passed entirely per urethram ; the 
Wound looking healthy and granulating. 
From this time the case bas gone on well, 
but the wound occasionally required a little 
Stinulatus. 

Nov. 12, The patient discharged, free from 
every symptom of the complaint, a ae 


1829. 8vo. pp. 511. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


It will render the insertion of Mr. Heddon’s 
queries unnecessary, if we state, that water, 
ina state of perfect purity, is composed solely 
of oxygen Law prod moro and is resolvable 
into these two gases, in weight equal to that 
of the water decomposed, Animelcula can 
be detected only in water which bas been in 
contact with animal or vegetable substance. 

“A Widow” could carry on her besiness in 
the way she states, but she could not recover 
debts, in her own Hames in a court of law. 


